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Progress  in  Palestine 

The  report  that  comes  from  Berlin  of 
the  co-operation  of  the  Jewish  Coloniza- 
tion Association  in  the  purchase  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Palestine,  is  a  notable 
event  in  the  history  of  our  movement.  It 
is  true  that  the  Ika  does  not  commit  it- 
self to  anything  in  thus  working  together 
with  the  Zionist  organization  in  Palestine. 
At  the  present  time,  however,  this  may  be 
taken  as  a  precedent  which  will  stop  the 
custodian  of  the  Baron  de  Hirsch  funds 
from  declaiming  against  Zionist  ambitions. 
A  more  tolerant  and  cordial  feeling  may  be 
expected.  While  in  no  way  subscribing  to 
the  Basle  program,  the  Ika  thus,  in  a  man- 
ner, commits  itself  to  a  policy  which  in- 
cludes Palestine  within  the  radius  of  its 
operations.  The  Inner  Actions  Comite, 
which  has  been  engaged  in  negotiations  with 
this  powerful  organization  for  some  time, 
deserves  the  congratulations  of  all  Zion- 
ists upon  its  victory.  The  effects  of  this 
large  purchase  under  such  auspices,  and 
with  the  simultaneously  announced  recog- 
nition of  the  Ottoman  government,  should 
encourage  our  leaders  in  their  work,  and 
should  result  at  the  very  least  in  a  hearty 
and  generous  financial  support  of  our  inter- 
national executive  committee.  America 
ought  to  send  its  share  to  the  Central 
Fund  of  the  Comite. 


Mr.  Schiff's  Triple  Patriotism 

Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff,  whose  benefac- 
tions seem  to  be  unlimited  in  their  range, 
recently  gave  to  Cornell  University  an  en- 
dowment of  $100,000  for  a  lectureship  to 
promote  Germanic  civilization  in  this  coun- 
try. Now,  Mr.  Schiff  has  consistently  op- 
posed Zionism,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause it  is  the  duty  of  Jews  in  this  coun- 
try to  be  American  patriots,  and  devotion 
to   Zionism   means   a   devotion  to  an   alien 


patriotism.    It  is  strange,  therefore,  to  hear 
him   say,    as   he   is   reported   to  have   said 
at   Cornell  University  on   February   10,  "I 
have   three   nationalities   embodied    in   me. 
My   strongest    nationality    is   that  which    I 
selected  for  myself,  for  which  I  am  respon- 
sible.    First,   I   am  an  American,   a  mem- 
ber   of    the    nation    I    selected    for   myself 
many  years  ago.     Then,  my  truest  attach- 
ment is  to  my  relations.     I  am  not  a  na- 
tional   Jew,    for   the   Jewish   nation   ceased 
to  exist  900  years  ago.     But  I  am  a  Jew  in 
religion.     And  I  am  proud  of  my  German 
nationality.     I  am  proud  of  this  trinity  of 
nationalities  in  me,  not  because  I  am  less 
an  American  citizen,  but  because  I   felt  it 
my  duty  to  my  German  ancestry  to  select 
this  German  foundation  for  Cornell.     I  be- 
lieve that  the  German  civilization  has  not 
yet   fulfilled  its   entire  mission  among   the 
peoples  of  the  earth."     This  is  clear  and 
logical,   but   the  question  that  arises   is,  if 
Mr.  Schiff  feels  that  he  owes  a  duty  to  his 
German  ancestry,  and  he  is  known  to  feel 
a  duty  toward  his  Jewish  ancestry,  and  his 
devotion  to  American  civilization  and  pro- 
gress is  also  apparent  in  his  many  benefac- 
tions,   why    does    he   oppose    the    Zionists, 
who  feel  toward  their  Jewish  ancestry  the 
same   zeal   and   devotion   that   he   feels   to- 
words   his   German  ancestry?     They  claim 
but  two  patriotisms.     He  boldly  takes  pos- 
session of  three.     Does  he  not  admit  that 
the  Jews  are  a  nation,  when  he  refers  to 
"the    trinity    of    nationalities"    in    himself? 
The    truth    is    that    no    matter    what    Mr. 
Schiff   may    say   as   to  Jewish    nationality, 
the  basic  nationality   which  has  made  him 
what  he  is   is   neither  American  nor  Ger- 
man ;  it  is  obviously  Jewish.     And  though 
in  one  breath  he  may  assert  that  the  Jew- 
ish nation   died  centuries  ago,  in  the  next 
breath    his    sub-conscious    Jewish    national 
feeling   forces  him,  as  a  man  who  speaks 
from  his  heart,   to  speak  as   a  Jew.     Ter- 
minology cannot  alter  facts. 
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The  American    Bible  Translation, 

For  some  years  now  the  Jewish  Publi- 
cation Society,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis, 
has  been  engaged  in  making  a  thoroughly 
Jewish  translation  into  English  of  the  He- 
brew Bible.  The  Revised  Version  has  been 
used  as  a  guide  for  style,  and  the  accumu- 
lated wisdom  of  Jewish  scholarship  has 
been  employed  to  rectify  and  emendate 
errors  in  that  version  due  to  Christian 
bias  of  Christian  theology.  By  thus  trans- 
lating the  Bible  into  English  and  placing 
it  in  the  hands  of  Jews  who  know  not  the 
Hebrew  original,  the  Publication  Society 
actually  rescues  it  from  the  oblivion  it 
would  have  suffered  in  a  generation  which 
seems  to  be  fast  losing  its  Hebraic  moor- 
ings. We  Jews  are  constantly  engaged  in 
adapting  our  old  treasures  to  new  con- 
ditions. We  are  always  confronted  with 
the  imperative  duty  of  making  ourselves 
at  home  in  new  lands  and  amid  new  cul- 
tures, new  languages,  etc.  That  we  have 
succeeded  in  rescuing  the  Hebrew  Bible 
from  its  fast  declining  eminence  in  Jewish 
life,  is  creditable  to  our  amazing  adapta- 
bility. Mr.  Louis  Marshall,  at  a  dinner  giv- 
en to  the  Bible  translators,  delivered  a 
strong  appeal  to  Jews  not  to  let  this  pro- 
duction of  the  Publication  Society  suffer 
for  lack  of  distribution.  There  should  be 
a  Jewish  Bible  Society,  engaged  in  keep- 
ing the  Jewish  Bible  a  living  force,  at 
least,  among  Jews. 


"The  Merchant  of  Venice" 

Some  time  ago  it  appeared  as  if  the 
Board  of  Education  of  New  York  had  de- 
cided to  exclude  the  reading  of  "The 
Merchant  of  Venice"  from  the  elementary 
schools.  By  an  almost  unanimous  vote  this 
action  has  been  rescinded  and  the  reading 
of  this  play  has  been  resumed  by  children 
of  a  tender  age.  While  the  opposition  to 
"The  Merchant  of  Venice"'  seems  to  in- 
viilvc  a  trivial  matter  in  view  of  the  many 
and  unconquerable  forces  at  work  in 
American  life  to  create  prejudice  against 
Jews,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  principle 
should  be  fought  out.  There  is  abso- 
lutely no  reason,  pedagogic,  literary,  or 
otherwise,  for  having  children  under  four- 
teen read  a  play  in  which  the  character  of 
ihe    Jew    is    painted    as    bloodthir.sty.    re- 


vengeful and  avaricious.  The  play  is  cer- 
tainly a  work  of  literary  art.  and  may  safe- 
ly be  read  by  adults,  if  they  please,  but  it 
should  have  no  place  in  the  public  school 
system,  for,  without  doubt,  when  a  Chris- 
tian child  reads  of  Shylock  and  hears  the 
railing  of  the  Christians  in  it  against  the 
Jew,  who  seems  to  have  but  one  redeeming 
trait,  his  love  for  his  daughter,  he  is 
bound  to  conceive  a  prejudice  against  Jews 
in  general,  if  he  has  not  had  it  before.  The 
public  school  is  the  common  meeting  ground 
of  all  the  races  and  nationalities  in  the 
United  States.  Whatever  is  offensive  to 
any  one  element  of  the  conglomeration 
should  be  exch;ded,  and  only  those  things 
common  to  all  should  be  allowed.  The 
city  represents  all  its  citizens.  It  should 
not  subject  any  class  of  its  citizens  to  the 
criticism  and  the  contumely  of  any  other 
class. 


Immigration  Problems 

Dr.  Isaac  S.  Hourwich  has  written  an 
excellent  book  on  "Immigration  and 
Labor"  (Putnams).  in  which  he  seems  to 
prove  conclusively  that  immigrant  labor 
does  not  effect  the  labor  conditions  of  the 
American  workmen.  For  the  most  part  the 
immigrant  workman  performs  a  service 
which  in  most  cases  the  American  work- 
man is  either  unfit  for  or  has  no  inclination 
to  do.  He  also  dejnonstrates  that  unem- 
ployment decreases  as  immigration  in- 
creases, that  immigration  is  checked  by 
the  unfavorable  conditions  of  the  labor 
market  and  is  stimulated  by  favorable  con- 
ditions. Furthermore,  the  immigrant  does 
not  lower  the  standard  of  wages,  for  he  is 
strongly  represented  in  the  labor  union.-. 
and  his  standards  are  fixed  by  the  stand- 
ards of  living  in  this  country.  But  Dr. 
Hourwich  forgets  that  the  immigration 
problem  is  being  considered  by  restriction- 
ists  not  as  an  economic  but  as  a  political 
problem.  Granting  all  the  arguments  of 
Dr.  Hourwich  as  proven,  the  restrictionist 
falls  back  upon  his  innate  prejudice  against 
the  newcomers,  whom  he  cannot  literally 
stomach.  It  is  the  old  prejizdice  against 
strangers.  It  cannot  be  argued  away  by 
facts.  As  we  go  to  press,  President  Taft 
has  vetoed  the  Dillingham  Bill  providing  a 
literacy  test  for  aliens,  but  there  is  a 
strong  movement  on  foot  to  override  his 
veto. 
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Nurses  for  Palestine 

Hahassah  Chapter,  Daughters  of  Zion, 
■of  Xew  York,  of  which  Miss  Henrietta 
Szold  is  president,  has  achieved  a  notable 
suocesss  in  starting  a  movement  to  provide 
Palestine  with  a  system  of  district  nursing. 
Two  -nurses  are  now  on  their  way  to  Fal- 
cstine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Straus  have 
made  themselves  responsible  for  the  trav- 
eling expenses  and  four  months'  salary 
of  one  of  the  nurses.  A  number  of  non- 
Zionists  in  Chicago,  through  the  agency  of 
Miss  Eva  Leon,  a  member  of  the  Chapter, 
have  subscribed  two  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually for  five  years,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  money  needed  for  the  first  year  of  one 
other  nurse  has  been  secured  by  Hadassah 
in  New  York.  The  present  object  is  to 
organize  a  thorough  system  of  district 
nursing  throughout  the  towns  and  colonies 
of  Palestine,  beginning  with  Jerusalem. 
The  first  two  nurses  will  co-operate  with 
the  Health  Bureau  established  by  M'r. 
Straus.  This  is  a  work  that  is  most  essen- 
tial in  the  present  state  of  development  in 
Palestine,  and  Hadassah  deserves  great 
credit  for  realizing  it.  It  is  a  work  in  which 
all  humanitarians,  Zionists  or  not,  ought 
to   participate. 


Strike  of  Yiddish  Writers 

A  LARGE  majority  of  the  writers  on  the 
four  Yiddish  daily  newspapers  went  out  on 
strike  early  this  month,  and  at  the  present 
writing  remain  on  strike,  having  failed  in 
having  the  Yiddish  daily  papers  suspend 
publication.  A  threat  of  calling  out  the 
Yiddish  type-setters  has  not  been  realized. 
The  writers  are  members  of  a  union,  affili- 
ated with  other  labor  organizations.  They 
demand  a  scale  of  wages,  definite  hours  of 
emp-loyment,  and  recognition  of  their  union. 
The  publishers  have  refused  to  place  them- 
selves in  the  control  of  a  union  of  writers. 
With  the  exception  of  the  socialist  daily, 
which  has  made  terms  with  its  writers 
pending  final  adjustment,  all  the  publishers 
are  men  of  business  who  see  in  the  recog- 
nition of  the  writers'  union  an  attempt  to 
curb  their  editorial  policy.  With  the  ac- 
tual terms  of  the  controversy  we  have 
nothing  to  do  here.  What  is  apparent  from 
the  disclosures  of  this  strike,  however, 
is  that  the  Yiddish  writers  have  been  so 
effectively   used    as   tools   that   to-day   they 


find  themselves  in  the  same  boat  with  me- 
chanics, and  as  mechanics  they  wish  to  be 
considered.  They  have  so  long  allowed 
themselves  to  be  the  authors  of  whatever 
commerical  management  desired  of  them 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  now  to  retrieve 
their  standing.  They  have  been  made 
tools,  and  as  tools  they  can  expect  no 
better  treatment  than  other  tools.  The 
trouble  is,  however,  that  the  public  does  not 
see  in  this  strike  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  writers  to  be  once  more  regarded 
as  professional  men,  nor  is  the  method  used 
such  as  professional  men  would  employ  un- 
der like  circumstances.  If  the  strike  fails, 
it  will  be  due  to  the  lack  of  confidence  the 
public  feels  in  the  gentlemen  who  are  on 
strike.  They  have  themselves  to  blame  if 
this  is  so. 


Boycott  in  Poland 

The  effort  to  affect  a  boycott  of  Jewish 
merchants  in  Warsaw  by  the  Polish  Nation- 
alists has  failed,  not  without  having  stirred 
up  a  great  deal  of  anti-Jewish  prejudice. 
The  Nationalists  iwere  defeated  in  the 
recent  election  by  the  union  of  Jewish  vot- 
ers on  behalf  of  a  radical  candidate  who 
was  elected.  The  writer,  J.  L.  Perez,  who 
opposed  the  Nationalists  because  they  had 
nominated  an  anti-Semite,  was  threatened 
with  the  loss  of  his  position  as  secretary  of 
the  Warsaw  Kehillah,  but  wiser  counsel 
prevailed.  Following  their  defeat,  in  which 
they  had  the  sympathy  of  leading  Jewish 
capitalists,  the  Nationalists  tried  to  influ- 
ence their  followers  to  boycott  Jewish  mer- 
chants. The  Jews  retaliated,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Christian  population  re- 
fused to  follow  the  leaders  of  the  boycott 
for  personal  reasons.  The  Jewish  boycott 
was  more  effective  than  the  Christian,  with 
the  result  that  the  Christian  merchants  are 
up  in  arms  against  the  Nationalists,  whom 
they  blame  for  loss  of  Jev.qsh  patronage. 
Sensational  Yiddish  newspapers  in  New 
York  sought  to  alarm  the  Jewish  public  by 
rumors  of  pogroms,  but  it  seems  that  po- 
groms are  out  of  date  in  F''oland  as  well 
as  in  Russia,  where  peaceful  methods  of 
attacking  Jews  are  now  in  vogue.. 


Prof.  Henri  Bergson  in  New  York. 

Prof.  Henri  Bergson,  of  the  College  of 
France,  the  philosopher  who  has  created  a 
stir    in    modern    thought,    is    now    in    New 
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York  delivering  a  course  of  lectures  in 
French  and  in  English  before  interested 
audiences.  Prof.  Bergson  is  a  thinker  of 
remarkable  lucidity  and  insight  and  orig- 
inality. His  ideas  have  been  expressed  in 
fiis  works,  "Creative  Evolution,"  ''Time 
and  Free  Will,"  and  '  Matter  and  Memory," 
accessible  in  English,  thanks  to  the  admira- 
tion of  the  late  William  James.  Prof. 
Bergson  was  born  in  France,  of  alien  par- 
ents, and  his  attitude  on. Jewish  questions 
is  about  the  same  as  would  be  that  of  an 
American  Jew,  born  in  this  country,  whose 
ancestor  had  left  no  deposit  of  Hebraic  cul- 
ture in  his  soul.  Therefore,  aside  from 
his  general  philosophic  thought.  Prof. 
Bergson  might  be  regarded  as  a  non-Jew, 
although  he  is  not  one  of  those  who  deny 
their  extraction,  and  in  fact  is  proud  of  it. 
A  chance  observation  of  his  in  one  of  the 
New  York  newspapers,  generally  accurate 
in  its  news,  credits  him  with  the  belief 
that  the  Jewish  question  is  no  problem, 
and  is  being  solved  in  this  country  without 
any  special  difficulties.  From  his  use  of  the 
old  wheeze  about  being  sent  from  Jerusa- 
lem as  ambassador  to  Paris,  if  the  Jewish 
State  were  established,  we  are  under  the 
impression  that  political  or  social  pro- 
gress has  had  but  little  attention  from  the 
French  philosopher.  Despite  his  Gallic  af- 
filiations, however,  he  has  been  hailed  as  a 
"Jewish   philosopher." 

The  Bezalel. 

Frof.  Boris  Schatz  will  arrive  in  this 
country  in  the  fall,  instead  of  this  spring, 
as  he  had  contemplated.  There  were  many 
valid  reasons  for  this  postponement.  An 
enterprise  such  as  Prof.  Schatz  had  in 
mind,  an  exposition  of  Bezalel  goods,  re- 
quires months  of  preparation,  and  it  would 
have  been  inadvisable  to  begin  operations 
in  the  spring  months.  There  is  much  prep- 
aratory work  to  be  done  in  the  Bezalel 
workshops,  too,  if  an  adequate  exhibition 
of  its  products  was  to  have  been  made 
in  New  York.  It  is  hoped  to  welcome 
Prof.  Schatz  in  October,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  he  will  be  received  with  great  en- 
thusiasm. The  school  is  about  to  under- 
go a  radical  change  of  administration,  it 
is  reported.  A  competent  business  admin- 
istrator is  to  be  installed,  who  will  separate 
the  producing  from  the  instruction  depart- 
ment of  the  institi;tion.  and  introduce  svs- 


tem  in  the  management  of  the  sale  of  the 
products.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  There 
is  too  much  confusion  in  the  public  mind 
as  to  the  school.  If  it  is  a  school,  support 
should  be  given  to  it  as  such.  If  it  is  a 
manufactory  for  the  production  of  artistic 
materials,  then  appeals  should  be  made 
for  patronage.  The  double  appeal  clashes. 
It  'would  be  a  sensible  improvement  if  the 
producing  department  were  incorporated 
as  a  separate  institution,  and  an  effort  be 
made  to  sell  its  shares.  And  it  would  also 
help  in  the  development  of  the  school  if 
a  plan  of  graded  membership  were  intro- 
duced, so  that  an  annual  income  for  its 
maintenance  might  be  secured.  As  matters 
stand  now,  the  various  appeals  do  not  con- 
duce to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  aims 
and    objects    of   the    institution. 


Turkey 

The  peace  negotiations  have  been  broken 
off  and  rather  than  submit  to  terms  in- 
compatible with  its  standing  as  a  nation, 
the  Turkish  goverment  has  been  forced  to 
take  the  defensive,  and  war  is  again  raging 
between  it  and  its  Balkan  adversaries. 
The  cessation  of  the  conferences  was  at- 
tended by  an  over-throw  of  the  goverment, 
and  a  new  cabinet  was  formed,  committed 
to  an  honorable  peace  or  war  to  the  death. 
In  the  face  of  the  desperate  courage  of  the 
Ottomans,  now  more  so  than  ever  before, 
the  burden  rests  upon  the  European  powers 
to  force  the  terms  of  an  honorable  peace. 
To  ask  of  the  Turks  that  they  abandon 
everything  they  have  in  Europe,  retaining 
only  that  which  is  imposible  of  remaining 
their  own,  is  asking  too  much  of  even  a 
country  distracted  by  internal  problems 
that  are  clamoring  for  attention.  The  un- 
expected resistance  of  the  Ottomans  has 
also  shown  the  exaggerations  of  the  Balkan 
states  as  to  what  they  have  accomplished  in 
the  field.  Adrianople  still  remains  untaken, 
although  two  of  the  Balkan  states  have 
been  beseiging  it  for  some  time.  The  re- 
port that  Enver  Bey,  that  redoutable  sol- 
dier, has  landed  on  Bulgarian  territory, 
prepared  to  take  the  offensive,  is  very  in- 
teresting. It  foretells  a  desperate  fight  in 
the  face  of  tremendous  odds,  and  Europe 
may  well  heed  the  sign.  The  Balkan  states 
are  now  almost  at  the  end  of  their  re- 
sources. If  they  are  to  fight  on,  the  capi- 
talists of  Europe  must  provide   them  with 
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the  sinews  of  war.  Behind  the  conflict 
stand  the  men  of  capital  of  various  nations, 
who  are,  in  the  last  analysis,  the  instigators 
and  the  sustainers  of  the  state  of  warfare. 
Let  them  withdraw  their  asistance,  and  the 
whole  aff^air  is  emptied  of  content.  They 
declared  the  war  by  providing  the  means 
for  beginning  it.  They  maintain  a  state  of 
conflict,  hy  continuing  to  provide  the  means. 
The  responsibihty  is  upon  them. 


Turkey  and  Zionists 

Turkey  has  hitherto  refrained  from 
taking  official  cognizance  of  the  Zionist 
movement.  While  fully  aware  of  the 
peaceful  motives  and  the  undoubted  bene- 
ficial effects  of  our  endeavors,  it  has  pre- 
fered  to  remain  indifferent,  publicily,  to  our 
hopes.  It  has  taken  no  official  step  to 
hinder  Palestine  work  by  Zionists,  but  it  has 
not  indicated,  by  word  or  act,  that  it  con- 


siders us  as  welcome  factors  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Holy  Land.  This  neutral  at- 
titude has  had  an  effect  upon  the  progress 
of  our  work.  It  has  given  free  play  to 
prejudicial  inferences.  It  has  not  made  pos- 
sible that  growth  of  general  Jewish  con- 
fidence in  the  Ottoman  empire  with  regard 
to  its  attitude  toward  the  Jews.  In  veiw 
of  the  difficulities  placed  in  its  way  in 
Europe,  and  the  general  abscence  of  gen- 
uine friendship  for  its  aspirations,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  hereafter  the  Ottoman  gover- 
ment  will  see  that  in  the  Jewish  people  it 
has  an  element  that  is  in  harmony  with  its 
general  progress,  and  can  be  of  great  as- 
sistance in  the  developement  not  only  of 
its  internal  resources,  but  also  of  a  univer- 
sal friendly  attitude  towards  it,  wherever 
there  are  Jews  of  influence.  The  friendship 
and  good  feeling  of  the  Jewish  people,  both 
in  and  out  of  Palestine,  is  a  decidedly  val- 
uable asset. 


THE    HENRIETTA    SZOLD    PRIZE 


In  order  to  recognize  the  eminent  serv- 
ices of  Miss  Henrietta  Szold  to  the  Fed- 
eration of  American  Zionists,  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Federation  held  at  Tanners- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  191 1,  resolved  to  in- 
stitute a  yearly  prize  of  the  value  of  $50 
for  the  best  essay  upon  some  subject  con- 
nected with  Jewish  history  or  literature. 
This  prize  is  to  be  knows  as  the  Henrietta 
Szold  prize  and  is  to  be  awarded  at  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Federation.  For 
the  year  1913  the  undersigned  committee 
has  been  appointed  to  pass  upon  the  es- 
says sent  in. 

The  committee  has  drawn  up  the  follow- 
ing set  of  rules : 

1.  The  subject  of  the  essay  is  to  be  se- 
lected  from  the  list  given  below. 

2.  The  essay  must  be  at  least  S,ooo 
words  long  and  not  longer  than  10,000 
words. 

3.  It  may  be  written  either  in  Hebrew, 
English  or   Yiddish. 

4.  The  essay  must  be  written  either  in 
a  legible  longhand,  or  typewritten.  Only 
one  side  of  the  sheet  is  to  be  used,  and 
a  small  margin  is  to  be  left  blank  on  the 


left-hand   side   of  the   paper. 

5.  All  manuscripts  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  on  or  before  June  i,  1913. 

6.  It  is  understood  that  the  essay  for 
which  the  prize  is  awarded  becomes  the 
property  of  the  Federation  of  American 
Zionists,  and  that  said  Federation  is  at 
liberty  to  publish  it  in  any  manner  it  may 
see  fit  or  not  to  publish  it  at  all. 

7.  The  Federation  reserves  the  right  to 
publish  a  translation  of  the  accepted  es- 
say into  German,  Hebrew,  Yiddish,  French, 
Spanish,  or'  Turkish. 

List  of  Subjects. 

1.  The  Importance  of  Palestine  for  the 
Jews  of  the  Diaspora  in  Fast  and  Present 

2.  Achad  Ha'am's  Doctrine  of  Spiritual 
Zionism. 

3.  The  Aim  of  Jewish  Education  From 
the  Zionist  Point  of  View. 

zA.ll  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Henrietta  Szold  Prize  Committee, 
care  of  the  Federation  of  American  Zion- 
ists, 230  Grand  street,  New  York. 

Israel  Friedlaender, 
Richard  Gottheil, 
Max   L.   M'argolis. 
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THE    "BILU"    SETTLEMENT 

By    DR.     BENJAMIN     L.     GORDON 

The  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  "Bilu"  colony  zvas 
celebrated  last  month  in  Palestine,  and  by  friends  of  Jewish  Palestinian  col- 
onization  abroad.  \ 

(Concluded) 


Our  company  followed  him  to  the  "go- 
ren"'  or  threshing  floor,  which  was  situ- 
ated at  some  distance  from  Katra.  Long 
before  reaching  the  goren,  huge  walls  of 
sheaves  were  visible,  appearing  like  a  se- 
ries of  white  pyramids  from  a  distance. 
The  threshing  place,  as  a  rule,  is  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  colony.  Each  colonist 
has  a  place  reserved  for  his  crops  there, 
which  consists  mainly  of  wheat,  barley, 
sesame,  lentils,  and  peas.  Every  colonist 
is  represented  there  by  a  family  of  five, 
two  large  stacks  of  wheat  and  barley,  and 
three  or  four  little  ones,  the  less  impor- 
tant crops.  The  goren  occupies  the  most 
elevated  position  of  the  colony  in  order 
to  get  the  most  breeze  when  winnowing. 
The  ground  of  the  threshing  floor  is  made 
hard  by  artificia!  means  and  is  usually 
covered  w^ith  clay  and  made  smooth  b\ 
passing   a    heavy    roller    over    it. 

As  rain  is  almost  unknown  l)et\vet'a 
May  and  September,  it  is  perfectly  safe  to 
do  the  threshing  in  the  open  air.  The 
threshing  in  Chedera.  as  elsewhere  in  the 
Jewish  settlements,  is  efi^ected  by  modern 
implements.  Usually,  one  or  two  thresh- 
ing machines  are  owned  by  the  colony  as 
common  property.  The  one  that  brings 
his  crops  first  is  served  first.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  soil  is  very  sel- 
dom manured,  T  have  counted  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  grains  of  wheat  to  the 
ear  and    nearly  twice  as   many   to  the   ear 

of  barley,  of  the  crops  belonging  to  S 

B ,    the    most    prosperous      farmer      in 

Katra.  In  some  parts  of  Palestine,  in 
Houran  (Bashan),  for  example,  or  in  the 
Valley  of  Yizrael,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  single  grains  of  wheat  to  produce 
as  many  as  twelve  ears,  each  containing 
twenty  or  twenty-five  grains  and  nearly 
twice   as  manj'   in  Parley. 


i'alestine  was  the  home  of  wheat  and 
barley  from  time  immemorial.  Berman 
and  .\aronson,  two  Palestinian  agricul- 
tural e.xperts,  have  a  few  years  ago  discov- 
ered near  Tiberias,  wild  wheat,  which  sig- 
nifies that  Palestine  was  the  home  of  wheat 
in  early  times.  Among  the  products  of 
the  soil,  the  Bible  enumerates  wheat  and 
barley  as  the  most  important.  Even  after 
thousands  of  years  of  devastation,  decay 
and  neglect,  the  soil  produces  fair  results 
with  modern  and  improved  methods  ot 
fertilization   and    cultivation. 

The  native  fellah,  however,  is  very  prim- 
itive in  his  method  of  farming.  He  has 
made  little  progress  in  the  last  thousands 
of  years.  He  still  uses  the  wooden  plough, 
which  he  makes  himself,  not  effective  for 
good  and  deep  ploughing,  and  he  still  uses 
the  old  Mawrej  for  threshing.  Both  im- 
plements are  drawn  l)y  a  yoke  of  oxen  O! 
l)y  an  ox  and  ass  together.  The  most 
comical  combination  is  to  see  a  donkey  and 
a  camel  yoked  together.  (It  is  reported  that 
in  some  isolated  places  to  save  the  expense 
nf  hiring  another  animal,  the  Arab  hitches 
his  wife  together  with  the  donkey  to  the 
plough  or  mawrej.  I,  however,  did  not  see 
it.) 

On  some  threshing  floors  no  threshing 
implement  is  seen  at  all,  and  the  threshing 
is  effected  by  boys  driving  oxen,  mules  or 
donkeys  over  the  grain  in  a  circular  man- 
ner until  it  is  shelled.  The  animals  are 
often  nnizzled  with  sacking  when  thresh- 
ing. Oats  are  very  little  cultivated  in  Pal- 
estine and  hay  is  almost  unknown  among 
the  Arabs.  They  raise  a  peculiar  kind  of 
nn'llets,  "dhurrah,"  in  its  stead  for  their 
cattle.  The  goren  has  always  been  the 
public  forum  of  the  village,  the  place  where 
the  old  and  young  gather  for  public  func- 
tions and  for  entertainment,  such   as  sing- 
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ing,  playing,  match-making  and  courting. 
It  was  on  the  threshing  floor  of  Aton,  be- 
yond the  Jordan,  that  the  children  of  Ja- 
cob mourned  their  father  and  named  it 
Abel  Mizraim,  (Gen.  30:  4.).  It  was  from 
the  goren  that  Gideon  was  called  to  go 
and  save  Israel  from  the  Midianites 
(Judges  VI:  11:14),  and  it  was  on  the 
threshing  floor  of  Arauno  that  Gad  came  to 
the  sturdy  son  of  Jesai  and  ordered  him 
to  erect  an  altar  to  the  Lord  (2  Sam. 
XXIV). 

For  many  years  the  tax  gatherers  have 
made  use  of  the  threshing  floor  to  extort 
from  the  poor  peasant  undue  taxes.  Un- 
der the  oppressive  system  of  the  Moslem 
Government,  as  well  as  under  the  ancient 
Roman,  the  (osher)  tithes,  are  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder  for  a  sum  paid  in  advance. 
These  government  representatives  employ 
all  corrupl  means  to  obtain  from  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil  more  than  due,  and  they 
are  aided  by  government  officials,  who  for- 
bid the  farmers  to  thresh  their  grain  be- 
fore the  tax  gatherers  come.  In  some  cases 
crops  are  kept  on  the  threshing  floor  for 
many  weeks  and  the  owners  are  obliged 
to  watch  it  day  and  night  as  a  protection 
against  thieves  and  from  rain,  because  the 
tax  gatherers  happen  not  to  come  at  the 
proper  time. 

Returning  to  the  colony,  it  was  gratify- 
ing to  observe  the  farming  spirit  pre- 
vailing all  over,  men  and  women  hauling 
crops,  and  women  busy  with  domestic 
work.  The  farm  of  S B at- 
tracted us  the  most.  He  came  here  in 
1908  from  Cairo,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  sugar  business.  He  pur- 
chased here  650  D.  of  land,  built  a  beauti- 
ful home  and  erected  a  number  of  other 
structures  neceissary  for  up-to-date  farm- 
ing. He  instaalled  bee-hives,  incubators, 
and  necessary  appliances  for  dairy  farm- 
ing, and  succeeded  in  building  up  what  is 
■considered   the    finest   agricultural   plant   in 

Palestine.     Mr.    B conducted  us    from 

his  office  to  a  well-equipped  agricultural 
laboratory,  to  his  barns  and  stables,  and 
exhibited  his  incubators,  that  presented  him 
that  year  with  five  hundred  hens  and  other 
fowls.  He  claimed  to  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  the  use  of  the  incubators. 

Katra  belongs  to  the  Kada  (county)  of 
Gaza,  and  is  situated  six  hours'  walk  from 
Jaffa,  three  hours  from  Rishon  and  two 
"hours    distance   from   the    sea.     According 


to  Lunz,  it  occupies  an  area  of  5,400  D. 
(Luah  Eroz  Yisrael,  1909),  the  land  is 
thought  to  be  the  best  in  Judea. 

One-third  of  the  soil  is  suitable  foi 
agricultural  purposes,  the  other  for  planta- 
tions. The  soil  here  is  generally  black  and 
is  mixed  with  little  stones.  There  is  also 
stony  and  good  for  the  cultivation  of  olives. 
Some  of  the  grapes  here  are  native  pro- 
ducts, but  most  are  imported  from  France 
and  grafted  with  Indian  and  Californian 
varieties.  There  are  over  thirty  thousand 
grape  trees.  Other  products  of  Chedera 
include  oranges,  figs,  almonds  and  olives. 
Other  fruits,  such  as  apples,  pears,  plums, 
cherries,  etc.,  are  cultivated  in  the  orchards, 
only  for  local  use. 

The  resident  population  of  the  colony  is 
140,  exclusive  of  term  laborers.  Sixteen 
colonists  are  members  of  the  Wine  Syndi- 
cate, while  the  others  sell  their  grapes  to 
the  highest  bidder.  About  1,065  cantors 
of  wine  were  produced  from  the  grapes  ot 
Chedera  lase  year.  The  almonds  also 
brought  excellent  results   last  year. 

The  public  institutions  in  Chedera  include 
a  synagogue,  an  apothecary  shop,  a  pub- 
lic bath  house,  a  school,  a  loan  associa- 
tion, with  a  capital  of  5,000  francs,  a  flour 
mill  operated  by  steam  whose  power  is 
utilized  for  irrigation  purposes.  Re- 
cently, Meyer  Gankin,  a  merchant  of  Mos- 
cow; donated  20,000  francs  to  build  a  new 
synagogue,  to  be  of  two  stories  high,  the 
upper  story  to  be  utilized  as  a  Beth  Am 
(Town  Hall),  a  Hebrew  School  and  li- 
brary. 

The  colonists  here  are  practically  occu- 
pied all  through  the  year.  Ploughing  be- 
gins in  October  and  sowing  continues  to 
the  end  of  March.  Harvest  begins  in 
May,  l;ist:iig  sovcn  01  eight  \ve<'ks.  Then 
comes  the  threshing  season,  lasting  until 
the  middle  of  August,  or  the  time  when 
vintage  commences,  the  latter  continuing 
until  the  end  of  September,  when  it  is 
time  to  plough  again.  For,  unlike  other 
colonies  in  Judea,  Chedera  is  blessed  with 
a  mixed  crop,  with  bread  as  well  as  with 
wine.  "Thus  the  blessings  of  God"  resting 
on  the  colony.  "And  the  threshing  shall 
reach  until  the  vintage,  and  the  vintage 
I'nto  the  sowing  time  (Lev.  XXII:  5). 

The  history  of  Chedera  opens  a  chapter 
of  the  history  of  the  Bilu  organization, 
many  of  the  members  of  which  are  uni- 
versity    graduates     who     came     to     Pal- 
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estine  to  find  a  place  of  refuge  from 
persecution  in  Russia.  The  sudden  out- 
outpouring  of  anti-Jewish  hatred  in 
1882  struck  as  lighting  in  a  clear  day, 
the  cultural  element  of  Russian  Jewry  who 
thought  themselves  to  be  thoroughly  eman- 
cipated in  Russia  and  who  placed  too  much 
reliance  on  Russian  humanitarianism.  The 
misfortunes  that  befell  their  people  sud- 
denly brought  many  students  to  Jewish 
consciousness.  They  began  to  realize  that 
in  spite  of  their  birth-place,  they  were  not 
Russians  after  all.  They  were  Jews,  and 
once  they  regained  consciousness  of  their 
Judaism,  they  determined  to  fight  their 
own  battles  as  Jews  and  for  Jews  in  the 
Jewish  land.  A  number  of  these  students 
placed  themselves  \at  the  head  of  an  or- 
ganization named^'Bilu,"  an  abbreviation 
made  of  the  initial  letters  in  Hebrew 
"House  of  Israel,  come — let  us  go."  The 
Bilu  organization  soon  gained  many  con- 
verts from  the  cultured  youth  of  Russian 
Jewry,  to  whom  the  anti-Jewish  riots  and 
massacres  brought  the  lesson  to  work- 
out their  destiny  in  a  land  of  their  own. 

Ninety  of  these  young  men  came  to 
Palestine  in  the  summer  of  1882,  inspired 
with  the  hope  of  obtaing  work  and  earning 
money  to  buy  land  for  their  constituent 
organization.  These  youths  in  their  en- 
thusiasm forgot,  however,  that  Palestine 
had  very  little  work  to  offer  them,  and  that 
those  who  were  brought  up  in  the  schools 
were     not     a     match     with     Arab     labor. 

But  these  men  were  not  of  the  type 
to  be  discouraged  so  soon  by  reverses 
or  by  disappointments.  They  were  glad 
to  accept  the  hardest  labor,  such  as 
digging  ditches,  carrying  stones,  or  work- 
ing on  land,  in  order  to  gain  a  scanty  live- 
lihood ;  but  even  hard  labor  was  difficult  to 
obtain  in  those  days  in  Jafifa.  Two  long 
years  passed  without  any  ray  of  hope.  A 
number  of  Biluites  whose  power  of  re- 
sistance was  not  strong  enough  left  Pales- 
tine altogether.  Some  few  dismissed  froni 
their  minds  the  idea  of  becoming  farmers 
and  took  up  other  vocations.  In  1894, 
through  the  noble  efforts  of  Yechiel  Mi- 
chael Fines,  they  were  fortunate  enough  to 
become  the  possessors  of  an  attractive 
piece  of  land  of  3,246  D.  in  Kphar,  Katra, 
One-fifth  of  the  land  was  purchased  by 
some  families  from  Russia.  The  land  of 
Katra  was  formerly  the  property  of  the 
Chovevei  Zion  Society  of  Paris.     Soon  af- 


ter the  Chovevei  Zion  of  Russia  took  steps 
to  provide  the  would-be  colonists  with 
the  necessary  horses  and  agricultural  im- 
plements as  well  as  means  of  support,  be- 
fore the  first  fruit  of  their  labor  would  be 
realized.  Their  joy  at  soon  becoming- 
farmers  in  Palestine  brightened  their 
spirits  and  gave  them  new  energy. 
The  task  of  building  the  colony  began  in 
earnest.  They  commenced  clearing  away 
the  stones,  digging  for  foundations,  hew- 
ing rocks,  sawing  beams,  and  erecting 
shelters  from  the  heat  of  the  summer,  and 
protection    from    the    rain    of   the    winter. 

They  proceeded  with  much  deliberation, 
but  unfortunately  with  little  technical  skill. 
At  first  some  progress  was  made,  but 
sickness,  misfortune  and  scarcity  handi- 
capped them.  The  yield  of  the  crops  was 
thoroughly  inadequate  for  their  needs. 
Skilled  agriculturalists  whose  counsel  was 
indispensible  could  not  be  hired ;  the 
outook  became  in  all  respects  gloomy.  Yet 
these  idealists  were  not  dismayed,  for  they 
sought  neither  wealth  nor  luxuries.  They 
rather  welcomed  hardship,  as  it  often  tends 
to  chasten  the  spirit,  and  as  long  as  they 
could  keep  body  and  soul  together,  they 
considered  themselves  brmny  in  their  new 
life. 

One  of  these  piont'crs,  speaking  of 
olden  times,  expressed  himself  thus:  "I 
never  felt  so  thoroughly  contented  as  when 
my  friend  and  I  assembled  in  our  little 
stone  hut  after  a  day's  hard  toil.  The  set- 
tlement then  was  in  a  stage  of  transition 
between  wilderness  and  so-called  colony. 
The  appearance  of  the  settlement  was  most 
repulsive  and  disheartening.  In  one  end 
was  a  clump  of  trees  and  in  another  a 
patch  of  soil  newly  and  clumsily  planted, 
here  were  a  couple  of  huge  piles  of  stones 
collected  from  the  field,  and  there  some 
mud  houses.  Beyond  the  village,  on  one 
hill  were  our  headquarters,  and  on  the  op- 
posite hill  the  black  tents  of  the  Beduin 
camps.  Near  our  camp  was  one  of  our  men 
ploughing,  and  at  some  distance  a  mounted 
shepherd  armed  to  the  teeth,  was  running 
to  and  fro  to  head  back  straying  cattle. 
We  were  city  dwellers,  used  to  city  charms, 
and  our  removal  to  a  wilderness  meant 
more  to  us  than  all  the  hardships  wc 
endured.  Yes !  it  was  the  idea  that  we 
were  building  a  social  structure  for  our 
brethern,  meant  to  last  for  all  time, 
and  houses  where  we  could  at  least  hope  to 
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pass  the  years  of  our  natural  life,  that  sup- 
plied us  constantly  with  fresh  energy  to 
continue  the  work  we  started.  It  was  the 
unselfish,  deeply  rooted  idealism  and  in- 
tense love  for  the  land  that  stimulated  the 
desire  in  my  friend  to  carry  out  the  plan," 

In  the  year  1892  the  Colony  had  only 
fifteen  families,  consisting  of  fifty-five 
persons  receiving  assistance  from  the 
Russian  Zionists.  Twenty  families  from 
Russia  settled  in  the  year  1893  in  Katra 
when  the  colonies'  population  reached  130 
persons.  This  increase  in  the  membership  of 
the  colony  instilled  new  life  in  the  older 
settlers,  and  they  set  to  work  energetically 
to  improve  the  efficiency  of  thir  settlement 
in  every  possible  way.  The  interest  shown 
the   colony     by  the     Jewish     Colonization 


Association  has  still  further  increased  the 
development    of    the    Colony. 

Now,  Chederah  is  considered  the  most 
successful  Colony  in  Judea.  The  founders 
who  are  growing  old  have  the  satisfaction 
that  they  have  at  last  realized  the  aspirat- 
ions of  their  youth  of  becoming  a  free 
people  in  the  land  of  their  ancestors.  They 
believe  that  they  have  built  a  permanent 
structure  which  will  reflect  honor  and 
credit  to  themselves  and  their  posterity 
and  which  will  serve  as  an  example 
to  succeeding  generations  to  live  a  life  of 
perseverance  and  self-denial,  and  to  labor 
for  the  general  interest  of  the  people. 

This  colony  should  indeed  be  named 
"Bilu,"  a  name  that  embodies  the  splendid 
heroism,  the  strong  character  and  patriot- 
ism  of  its  founders. 


THE    CHOSEN 


By    JESSIE     E.     SAMPTER 


My   nomad   soul  is   old — more   old 

Than  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  are — 

Long-visioned  in  my  dreams  I  hold 

The  desert  and  the  star. 

And  lonely,  like  mine  ancient  race, 

Amid  the  multitude  unknown, 

Afraid,  I  sought  the  Father's  face, 

To  hide  from  sin  alone. 

But  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  was  sent 

To  scourge  me  ztnth  a  stinging  rod. 

With  hail  and  flame, 

JVith   fear  and  shame. 

He  smote  me  ivith  the  wrath  of  God. 

II. 

/  rushed  from  solitude.   In  fear 

I    nestled  from    his   lancing  sword 

In  arms  that  held  me  close  and  dear, 

And  there  I  sought  the  Lord. 

For  is  not  Love  God's  other  name, 

And  peace  zvhere  two  entwined  forget 

In  sanctioned  ease  and  free  from  shame 

The  struggle  and  the  sweat? 

But  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  was  sent 

To  scourge  me  zvith  a  burning  rod. 

With    hail   and    Aame, 

With  fear  and  s!:ame. 

He  smote  me  with  the  wrath  of  God. 


III. 

/  threw  my  folded  doors  apart, 

I   called   the   throng   that    cry    their   need, 

As  gold  I  spent  -my  brimming  heart 

To  clothe  and  heal  and  feed. 

I  said:  "For  here  is  God  indeed 

With  gifts  to  those  who  prayed  in  vain." 

Their  eyes  were  wide  with  lust  and  greed. 

Their  chins  were  pinched   with  pain. 

And  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  was  sent 

To  scourge  me  zvith  a  biting  rod. 

With  hail  and  Aame, 

With  fear  and  shame 

He  lashed  me  zuith  the  wrath  of  God. 

IV. 
He  drives  me  zinth  his  lightning  sword 
From  peace  and  love  and  piteous   crowd,. 
To  find  the  City  of  the  Lord, 
And  shout  his  name  aloud. 
For  there,  from  vale  and  barren  peak, 
I  prophesied  in  ancient  days. 
And  all  the  zvorld  that  hears  me  speak 
Shall  rise  ttf  sing  His  praise. 
For  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  is  sent 
To  save  us  with  his  patient  rod. 
From  shame  and  greed 
Ouy  thirst  for  deed 
Will  drive  us  to  the  wells  of  God. 
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Ctittir 


By    HVMAN    R.     SEGAL 


You  may  believe  this  tale  or  not,  as  you 
like.  I  am  telling  it  to  you  exactly  as  I 
heard  it,  and  you  can  judge  for  yourself 
how  much  truth  there  is  in  it.  For  my 
part,  I  think  it  contains  elements  which  are 
too  fantastic  not  to  make  the  whole  story 
seem  rather  strange,  to  say  the  least. 

It  all  began  in  a  rather  sparsely  settlefl 
district  in  Rumelia,  when  it  was  still  under 
the  control  of  the  Turks.  I  say,  control, 
but  actually  there  was  very  little  control, 
for  the  country  was  over-run  by  the  war- 
ring Bulgarian  "Comitjes"  and  Greek 
"Bands"  who,  beside  attacking  each  other, 
used  to  levy  tribute  upon  the  villagers,  pun- 
ish "disloyal  ones"  or  carry  off  women, 
as  the  case  might  be,  in  accordance  with 
their  policy  of  "'Bulgarising"  or  "Hellenis- 
ing"  the  country  under  the  very  nose  of 
the  Turks.  Occasionally,  the  villagers  would 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  Turkish  soldiers  to 
rid  themselves  of  these  marauders  and  thus 
unconsciously  lay  the  basis  for  tales  of 
Turkish  atrocities  which  their  persecutors 
at  Sofia  and  Athens  would  assiduously  cir- 
culate through  the  guileless  press  of  Eur- 
ope and  America.  But  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  my  tale,  except  that  it  was  told 
me  as  part  of  this  most   fantastic  story. 

A  motley  gang  of  Greek  and  Bulgarian 
laborers  one  day  followed  a  young  engin- 
eer and  his  wife  through  the  great  woods 

near  the  village  of  V ,  by  a  long,  thin 

path  which  ran  through  the  huge  forest  like 
a  fine  thread. 

The  Greeks  and  Bulgarians,  generally  at 
strife  through  the  greater  part  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Rumelia,  as  they  were,  maintained 
a  distrustful  silence  as  they  walked.  They 
gazed  sullenly  at  the  tall  form  of  Julius, 
the  engineer,  who,  being  a  Jew,  was  alone 
trusted  not  to  betray  one  faction  to  the 
other.  He  alone  could  unite  the  fierce  ele- 
ments for  the  purpose  in  hand,  the  pro- 
posed construction  of  the  great  aqueduct, 
and  the  laborers  followed  him  with  sullen 
confidence. 

Julius  himself,  however,  was  thinking  of 
other  things  just  then.     It  was  rrjore  than 


a  year  that  he  had  given  up  a  rather  prof- 
ligate existence  in  Vienna  to  get  married 
and  settle  down  to  the  more  serious  work 
of  the  world.  Nevertheless,  his  thoughts 
kept  recurring  to  the  scenes  of  Viennese 
gaiety  in  which  he  had  figured,  the  balls, 
the  route,  the  carousals,  the  fascination  of 
sparkling,   untameable  women.   .    .   . 

Thus  the  expedition  went  on  in  com- 
parative silence.  Only  Eva  seemed  to 
treat  it  as  a  sort  of  holiday,  and  she  prat- 
tled interminably  as  she  leaned  on  her  hus- 
band's arm  and  jumped  with  girlish  vim 
over  small  stones  and  branches  lying  in 
the  pathway.  Julius  rejoined  in  monosyl- 
lables, thus  unconsciously  provoking  her  to 
even   more   teasing  garrulousness. 

''Then  we  shan't  call  on  3'our  father 
here?"  she  asked,  with  disappointment  in 
her  voice. 

"Not  yet." 

"Why?"  she  persisted. 

His  brow  was  contracted  in  an  effort  to 
reply  while  thinking  of  other  things. 
Strangely  enough,  the  more  serious  he 
seemed,  the  more  the  essential  goodness  and 
weakness  of  his  character  manifested  it- 
self. Julius  passed  his  hand  over  his  high, 
luminous  forehead,  from  which  his  dark, 
curly,  pompadour-growing  hair  was  already 
beginning  to  retreat. 

"Why?  I  told  you  wh.v — because  we've 
not  been  on  good  terms  since  I  ran  of?  to 
Vienna  to  study."  As  he  spoke,  he  kept 
glancing  over  his  left  shoulder. 

"But  if  he  sees  our  child?"  urged  Eva. 

He  did  not  answer.  The  pine-breathed 
forest  was  so  deep  and  yet  so  still  and  the 
autumn  leaves  had  such  startlingly  strange 
colors  that  it  seemed  almost  as  though  some 
strange  divinity  lived  in  the  woods  who 
might  emerge  at  any  moment  from  its 
depths,  and  Eva  did  not  greatly  wonder 
that  Julius  was  always  looking  back.  But 
suddenly  they  heard  a  rare,  wild,  wonder- 
ful  voice  singing  distantly  in  their  rear. 

"What  is  that?"  asked   Eva,  startled. 

No  one  replied,  but  the  bushy-browed 
Bulgarians  and  the  Greeks   crossed  them- 


THE    MACCAB^AN 


43 


selves  devoutly  and  murmured  in  prayer, 
while  a  single  Mohammedan  who  was  of 
the  party  stood  as  though  transfixed. 

Julius  looked  in  the  direction  of  the 
sound.  The  notes  still  seemed  to  quiver 
and  melt  away  yearningly  in  the  distance, 
and  he  began  to  walk  in  the  direction  from 
whence  the  sound  came. 

"Stop,  Master !"'  shouted  a  Bulgarian. 
"This  is  Lulith,  the  Huntress  of  Men !" 

Eva,  too,  was  about  to  cry  out  after 
him,  but  he  gave  her  such  a  confident,  de- 
precating smile  that  she  paused.  The  men 
shouted  after  him,  but  he  turned  his  head 
once  reassuringly,  and  plunged  into  the 
thicket.  Somehow  the  music  of  that  voice 
both  exhilirated  and  pained  him  with  a 
strange  desire  like  the  taste  of  a  rare, 
alluring    wine. 

As  he  pressed  through  the  underbrush, 
the  branches  cracked  on  all  sides,  and  yet 
he  distinctly  felt  the  presence  of  someone 
hovering  about  him.  All  he  saw,  however, 
was  a  great  bird  with  an  immense  stretch 
of  wings,  undulating  silently  before  him 
in  low  flight.  It  was  an  owl.  Where  was 
it  leading  him? 

He  could  not  himself  understand  what 
made  him  press  on  and  yet  he  experienced 
a  certain  lightness  of  thought  and  feeling 
and,  withal,  a  sense  of  expectation.  Soon 
he  marveled  at  his  passing  through  miles 
of  strange  forests  with  an  occasional 
strange  uninhabited  clearing,  as  though 
traveling  on  wings.  Presently  he  was  con- 
scious of  gazing  into  two  large  meaning- 
ful eyes.  Then  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
mocking,  dusky  eyes  had  been  watching 
him  from  the  first.  What  had  come  over 
him?  He  could  not  tell,  only  somehow 
he  had  become  the  prisoner  of  those  eyes. 

Julius  still  walked  on,  gazing  raptly  be- 
fore him.  Evening  came  on,  the  owl  dis- 
appeared in  the  gathering  darkness,  and 
when  the  first  faint  star  flew  into  the  pale 
blue  sky,  he  found  himself  looking  at  a 
great  dusky  tree.  On  a  lower  branch,  he 
discerned  a  woman  reclining  with  her  chin 
on  her  hand  and,  as  she  gazed  at  him,  her 
great  trail  of  dark  hair  hung  down  to  the 
ground  like  a  dusky  shadow.  The  rest  of 
her  body  was  lost  in  the  darkness  of  the 
branches,  as  she  lay  studying  him  with  her 
black,  sinister-smiling  eyes. 

Julius  stood  like  one  rooted  to  the  spot. 
"What  is  it?"  he  stammered  in  a  hushed 
voice. 


Then  the  creature  threw  back  her  head, 
exposing  her  large  breasts,  and  laughed ; 
and  despite  the  beauty  of  her  face,  her 
lai;gh  sounded  like  the  triple-throated  cry 
of  a  bird  of  prey. 

Nevertheless,  she  said  musically,  "Do 
you  not  know  me?  And  are  you  not  ever 
seeking  me?  I  am  Lilith,"  and  she  laughed 
again  with  the  same  wild,  hoarse  cry ;  and 
as  she  laughed  her  black  tongue  darted  in 
and  out  of  her  mouth  Hke  a  thing  alive; 
and  the  tree  trembled  because  of  her 
laughter  as  she  gazed  down  at  the  man 
below. 

//. 

Ip  the  meantime,  Eva  and  her  motley 
companions,  after  waiting  long  for  the 
return  of  Julius,  continued  on  their  way. 
The  grizzled  old  Slav  peasant,  Aleinikoff, 
who  called  riimself  a  Bulgarian,  explained 
that  Lulith  was  a  kind  of  vampire  of  the 
woods,  a  demon  in  female  form  who  lived 
on  the  bljcd  of  infants  and  beguiled  men. 
She  was  seldom  seen  because  she  prowled 
about  at  night.  In  the  day-time  her  pres- 
ence was  announced  by  the  appearance  of 
a  great  horned  owl  which  hovered  about 
her  hiding  place.  Some  thought  that  the 
owl  was  really  herself  in  one  of  her  trans- 
formations. 

"Her  song  means  someone's  death  ere 
the  day  grows  night,''  sa"id  the  heavy- 
browed    Bulgarian    grimly. 

Eva  could  not  but  feel  uneasy. 

"It  will  be  a  Bulgar,  then,"  swiftly  an- 
swered the  Greek  Antonopolis,  who  had 
overheard  him. 

"Be  sure  it  is  not  a  Greek,  rather!"  re- 
torted Aleinikoff. 

"Oh,  ho !"  shouted  the  men  fiercely.  Soon 
the  voices  of  the  men  mingled  in  fierce  de- 
bate as  they  moved  along. 

As  she  saw  their  swift,  causeless,  in- 
tensifying passion,  Eva  felt  somehow  that 
the  evil  was  already  upon  them.  She  seem- 
ed to  see  the  ultimate  tragedy  approaching 
with  horrible  swiftness,  but  her  tongue 
was  frozen  and  she  felt  powerless  to  do 
anything. 

"Remember  the  fate  of  Vardas,  who 
was  flayed  alive!"  cried  the  Bulgarians 
warningly. 

"See  to  it  that  you  are  not  found  like 
Sadoff,  with  his  belly  split  open  like  a 
herring !"  cried   the   Greeks. 

In  the  absence  of  the  young  Jewish  en- 
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gineer,  who  alone  was  able  to  hold  the 
fierce  races  together,  the  smoldering  ha- 
tred of  the  two  factions  re-asserted  itself 
with  volcanic  fury.  Eva  walked  on  in  their 
rear  with  lowered  head,  tears  of  vexation 
springing  to  her  eyes  at  being  left  alone 
with  these  wild,  irreconcilable  men. 

By  the  time  she  reached  within  sight  of 
the  bungalow  on  the  roadside,  she  could 
see  Farashka,  the  Slav  girl,  advancing  to 
meet  her  with  the  infant.  But  the  men 
were  already  fighting  fiercely,  locked  in 
each  other's  arms,  with  panting,  desperate 
cries.  Knives  flashed.  Two  dropped  to 
the  ground. 

The  girl  Parashka  thrust  the  infant  into 
Eva's  arms  and  fled  hurriedly.  Eva  rushed 
into  the  house  with  the  child  pressed  to  her 
bosom,  and  bolted  the  door. 

1 

All  night  long  the  wind  howled  outside 
the  house,  and  the  surrounding  forest  bel- 
lowed like  vast  herds  of  kine  in  the  dis- 
tance. The  engineer's  young  wife  paced 
back  and  forth,  tossing  up  her  crying  in- 
fant and  hushing  it  for  a  time,  but  the 
tearing  wind  without  rattled  the  windows 
and  banged  the  shutters  so  that  the  uneasy 
child  cried  fitfully  despite  all  her  endeavors. 
Indeed,  Eva's  own  face  was  screwed  up 
piteously,  as  though  she,  too,  must  soon 
break  down.  At  last,  the  young  mother  sat 
down  in  the  low  rocking-chair,  and  her 
pent-up  feelings  rushed  forth  in  large, 
hasty  tears  which  rolled  down  her  cheeks 
and  through  the  fingers  of  the  hand  on 
which  she  leaned  her  head. 

It  was  midnight  when  Eva  sprang  from 
her  doze  like  an  awakened  deer,  to  greet 
him.  As  she  opened  the  door,  he  staggered 
in.  He  was  fatigued.  His  arms  hung 
wearil}%  his  boots  were  covered  with  mud 
and  his  leather  jacket  was  open.  His 
forehead  was  damp  and  his  curly  dark  hair 
was  matted  with  sweat.  His  eyes  roved 
unseeingly,  as  though  there  was  no  vision 
in  them ;  as  though  they  saw  not  her  but 
something  entirely  different.  Yet,  from  the 
corner  of  his  mouth  slanted  a  peculiar, 
lurking  smile  like  that  of  a  miser  gloating 
over  the  thought  of  a  cecret  hoard,  or  a 
debauche  thinking  of  last  night's  orgie. 

The  greeting  froze  on  her  lips,  and  she 
looked  at  him  with  wild  eyes.  "Julius! 
What  has  come  over  you?  Speak  to  me!" 
she   cried. 


But  he  hurtg  his  head  and  smiled  the 
same  covert  smile.  Then  he  turned  and 
beheld  the  child  sleeping  peacefully  in  the 
bed,  with  one  little  folded  fist  near  its 
head,  and  he  sprang  upon  it  with  a  hoarse, 
inarticulate  cry  and  covered  it  with  kisses. 
Then  he  lay  quivering  on  the  bed  with  his 
face  buried  in  the  pillow. 

A  gleam  of  hope  leaped  into  her  heart. 
But  she  feared  to  speak,  for  it  seemed 
to  her  that  his  next  move  must  occasion 
some  act,  some  cry  born  of  the  horror  in 
w^hich  his  soul  seemed  to  dwell.  She  stood 
and  waited  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 

When  Eva  approached  him  at  last  and 
placed  her  hand  gently  upon  his  shoulder, 
she   saw   that   he   was   asleep. 

In  the  meantime,  the  wind  purred  and 
fluttered  unendingly.  Then  it  seemed  to 
her  as  though  something  was  stealing  along 
the  side  of  the  house  and  passing  a  hand 
over  the  walls  and  rafters  and  under  the 
windows.  And  a  voice  that  was  surely  not 
the  voice  of  the  wind  shrieked  and  pleaded 
in  the  night.  Eva  shuddered  and  covered 
her  face  with  her  hands.  Softly  she  lay 
down  on  a  side  of  the  bed,  with  their 
child  between  her  and  Julius,  and  listened, 
resolved  not  to  shut  her  eyes. 

All  was  still.  The  flickering  lamp  on 
the  table  cast  a  small  zone  of  mellow  light 
about  the  middle  of  the  boor.  Through 
her  half -open  eyes  she  saw  the  door  open 
abruptly  yet  softly  and  a  great  breath  of 
piny  night  air  swept  into  the  room,  and  it 
seemed  to  her  that  a  towering  female  head 
appeared,  with  a  grat  mane  of  black  hair 
which  trailed  to  the  floor.  The  creature 
seemed  to  wear  a  white  chemise  which 
kept  slipping  down  one  shoulder  and  ex- 
posing her  breast.  There  was  a  mocking, 
yet  stealthy  look  in  the  great,  wild,  dark 
eyes,  the  pupils  of  which  expanded  until 
they  lost  themselves  in  the  maze  of  dark- 
ness, and  contracted  again  with  burning 
fixedness.  The  whites  of  her  6yes  gleamed 
like  eggs.  Now  she  seemed  to  be  creeping 
on  all  fours.  Again  she  looked  at  Eva, 
smiling  with  malice,  and  withdrew  again 
stealthily  and  yet  laughing  softly  with 
perfect  self-possession. 

Eva's  brain  reeled  and  her  heart  failed 
her.  It  grew  dark  before  her  eyes  and  yet 
the  thought  uppermost  in  her  mind  was 
that  the  creature  was  after  her  child;  that 
her  husband  already  belonged  to  the  other 
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She  opened  her  eyes  again  and  was  just 
in  time  to  behold  the  great  creature  lean- 
ing over  her  with  one  great  arm  extended 
over  the  bed.  She  was  terribly  tall,  with 
monstrous,  shapely  breasts,  and  her  perfect 
mouth  was  open  in  a  mysterious  smile,  but 
her    mocking    tongue    seemed    black,    vile. 


With  one  great  effort  Eva  released  her- 
self from  her  torpor  and  screamed.  And 
the  creature,  laughing  softly,  walked  out 
like  a  great  cat,  looking  back  as  she  went. 

Eva  sat  up  sobbing.  The  door  remained 
open.  The  child  still  slept  beside  her,  but 
he  was  gone  again. 


(To  be  continued.) 


A    GRAIN    OF    W^HEAT 

By    PROF.     R.     CHODAT 

» 
From  Professor  R.  Chodat,  of  the  University  of  Geneva,  Sivitzerland,  in 
an  interesting  paper  recently  read  before  the  Societe  des  Arts  {reprinted  in 
the  Popular  Science  Monthly,  January  1913^  under  the  title  given  above), 
comes  an  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  the  work  of  Dr.  A.  Aaronsohn,  ivho  is 
at  the  head  of  the  Jewish  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Haifa,  Palestine. 
Speaking  on   the  subject   of  wheat   in  general,  he  writes : 


"Peoples  truly  rich  are  those  who  culti- 
vate cereals  on  a  large  scale.  Scores  of 
investigators  in  all  civilized  countries  de- 
vote themselves  unceasingly  to  a  problem 
of  great  social  significance,  viz.,  the  in- 
crease of  the  national  wealth  through  pro- 
gress in  agriculture.  The  least  discovery 
in  this  field,  whatever  the  political  jour- 
nals may  say,  is  more  important  for  a 
country  than  a  change  of  the  party  in 
power.  For  it  is  the  history  of  discov- 
eries and  inventions — in  the  domain  of 
nature,  as  well  as  in  the  intellectual  field- 
that  constitutes  the  real  history  of  civili- 
zations. 

"Thus  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
industry  of  milling  in  connection  with  bet- 
ter transportation  facilities  have  helped  to 
provide  better  bread  for  all  classes  and 
have  rendered  famine  impossible  in  the 
Europe  of  to-day. 

"Is  it  then  any  wonder  that  since  the 
most  remote  antiquity  germinating  wheat 
has  been  the  symbol  of  mysterious  and  hid- 
den life,  that  in  their  religious  ceremonies 
the  ancients  attached  so  much  importance 
to  cereals  offered  on  the  altar,  that  our 
modern  artists,  putting  aside  the  petty 
themes  of  political  events,  have  glorified 
the  beauty  and  nobility  of  harvests,  the 
poetry  and    mystery    of    sowing,    in    justly 


renowned  paintings?  Roty's  admirable 
sower  on  the  French  coins,  who  symbol- 
izes the  value  of  this  idea,  shows  us  the 
highest  art  seeking  its  inspiration  at  the 
very  source  of  civilization — the  culture  of 
wheat. 

"I  do  not  wish  to  overtax  your  atten- 
tion or  indulge  overmuch  in  scientific 
pedantry  by  enumerating  to  you,  together 
with  their  botanical  characteristics,  the 
different  kinds  of  wheat  which  have  been 
and  are  still  cultivated.  I  shall  merely 
give  you  as  much  as  is  essential  for  my 
purpose.  The  most  competent  botanists 
in  this  field  agree  in  recognizing  at  least 
three  species  of  wheat:  i,  Einkorn  (Triti- 
cum  monococcuni)  ;  2,  Polish  wheat  (Triti- 
cum  polonictwi)  ;  3,  Wheat  (Triticum 
sativum). 

"These  distinctions  are  based  not  only  on 
morphological  characters,  but  also  on  a 
character  which  is  accepted  on  good 
grounds  as  usually  separating  species  from 
varieties,  that  is,  their  sterility  when  cross- 
ed among  themselves,  or  their  failure  to 
produce  fertile  offspring.  Attempts  to 
cross  these  types  have  never  given  results. 

"Ordinary  wheat  may  be  divided  into 
numerous  varieties  or  sub-species,  recipro- 
cally fertile,  which  are  grouped  about  the 
following    sub-species:      Emmer,    (T.    die- 
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occiim),  Spelt,  {T.  spelta),  and  Wheat 
proper,    {T.  tenax.)  ■ 

"Which  of  all  these  varieties  of  cereals 
first  appeared  in  cultivation?  To  this 
question  we  may  reply  that  it  is  certain  to- 
day that  emmer  was  cultivated  by  the 
Egyptians  from  the  time  of  the  first  dyn- 
asty, or  about  6,000  years  ago.  The  glumes 
preserved  in  the  tombs  show  that  the  grain 
was  already  at  that  time  freed  from  its 
envelopes  by  the  use  of  special  machines ; 
it  was  not  simply  flailed  or  tramped  out  by 
cattle.  Einkorn  and  emmer  have  also  been 
found  among  the  debris  of  the  granaries  of 
the  lake-dwellers  of  Switzerland.  Hard 
wheat,  which  of  all  the  kinds  of  wheat 
proper  most  nearly  resembles  emmer,  has 
also  been  cultivated  in  Egypt  since  very 
ancient  times. 

"If  we  regard  the  matter  from  an  evolu- 
tionary standpoint,  according  to  which  re- 
lated races,  varieties  and  species  had  a 
common  origin,  we  can  arrive  logically  at 
but  one  conclusion,  namely,  that  the  most 
ancient  wheats  were  those  with  a  fragile 
rachis.  One  arrives  at  the  same  conclusion 
on  comparing  the  cultivated  barley,  having 
an  articulated  rachis,  with  the  wild  barley, 
which  has  a  fragile  rachis. 

"If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  look  to  Eur- 
ope and  Asia  to  see  in  which  countries 
these  ancient  cereals  are  still  cultivated, 
we  shall  find  them  in  the  northern  Jura,  in 
the  countries  of  the  Basques,  the  Servians, 
the  Swabians  and  the  Bactrians  of  Persia. 
We  see  that  these  cereals  have  maintained 
themselves  only  in  mountainous  countries 
or  among  the  peoples  most  remote  from  the 
centres  of  civilization.  The  cultivation  of 
emmer  has  long  since  disappeared  from  the 
fertile  plains  of  Egypt,  \vhere  it  was  super- 
seded by  that  of  hard  wheat. 

"Knowing,  therefore,  that  the  wheats 
cultivated  in  most  ancient  times  were  those 
with  a  fragile  rachis,  we  are  confronted  by 
a  second  question :  Where  is  the  home  ot 
this  type  of  wheat?  In  what  country  did 
our  first  parents,  our  prehistoric  ancestors, 
find  this  plant,  most  precious  of  all  plants? 

"For  more  than  a  century  botanists  and 
historians  of  civilization  have  sought  for 
the  home  of  wheat.  In  vain  have  all  the 
resources  of  comparative  morphology  been 
employed,  as  well  as  those  of  history  and 
philology.  The  origin  of  wheat  remains 
shrouded  in  mystery.  The  ancients  attri- 
buted   its    introduction    into    the    world    of 


men  to  some  beneficent  goddess,  thus  put- 
ting the  mystery  of  its  first  cultivation 
back    of    all    written    history. 

"A  botanist  of  great  merit.  Count  Solms 
Laubach,  weary  of  this  discussion,  finally 
advocated  the  idea  that  the  wheat  of  the 
present  day,  with  its  numerous  varieties, 
might  be  the  descendant  of  plants  which 
have  to-day  disappeared,  either  because 
their  home  was  submerged  by  the  sea  or 
because  they  were  the  result  of  a  converg- 
ence of  several  species  deviating  in  the 
same  direction  or  mixed  in  cultivation, 
which  would  make  the  determination  of 
their    origin    almost    impossible. 

"In  the  universities  the  view  has  gener- 
ally been  held  that  the  home  of  the  wheat 
would  always  remain  unknown  and  that 
our  cultivated  species  had  been  so  greatly 
modified  by  cultivation  that  they  scarcely 
resembled  the  wild  species  which  served 
our  prehistoric  parents  in  their  conscious 
on  unconscious  attempts  at  artificial  se- 
lection. This  transformation,  it  was  said, 
had  required  ages  of  time,  and  it  was  not 
overlooked  that  it  had  also  required  extra- 
ordinary perspicacity  on  the  part  of  these 
half-savages  who  succeeded  in  producing 
from  an  insignificant  grass  the  vigorous 
and  precious  cereal  of  to-day.  It  was  ad- 
mitted, ithus,  that  prehistoric  man  was 
endowed  with  a  divining  sense  more  re- 
markable than  that  of  the  scientists  of  the 
present  time,  who,  in  the  domain  of  agri- 
culture, have  never  achieved  results  equal 
to  this.  To  support  this  idea  it  might  be 
maintained  that  the  more  primitive  the 
people  the  more  acute  is  its  sense  of  obser- 
vation. Book  science  very  often  sterilizes 
the  excellent  mentality  natural  to  youth  and 
also  limits  the  imagination. 

"There  is,  then,  reason  to  believe  that 
primitive  man  found  the  plants  suitable 
for  cultivation  already  showing  the  prin- 
cipal attributes  which  make  them  useful; 
he  found  the  cereals,  he  did  not  create 
them.  In  other  words,  cereals  are  the 
cause  of  civilization,  not  civilization  the 
cause  of  cereals. 

"Alphonse  de  Candolle,  the  illustrious 
father  of  the  president  of  the  Societe  des 
Arts,  in  his  classic  work  on  the  origin  of 
cultivated   plants,  in   1883,  says : 

"The  Euphrates  region,  lying  about  in  the 
middle  of  the  zone  of  cultivation  (of 
wheat)  which  formerly  extended  from 
China  to  the  Canary  Islands,  was  very  prob- 


THE    MACCAB^AN 


47 


ably  the  principal  habitat  of  the  species  in 
very  early  prehistoric  times.  Perhaps  it 
extended  towards  Syria,  as  the  climate  is 
very  similar,  but  to  the  east  and  to  the 
west  of  western  Asia  wheat  has  never  ex- 
isted except  in  a  cultivated  state,  ante- 
dating, it  is  true,  any  known  civilization. 

"This  brings  us  to  the  main  issue  of  the 
question  which  I  wish  to  study  with  you. 

"About  1902  two  German  botanists,  well 
known  in  Geneva,  Ascherson  and  Schwein- 
furth,  called  the  attention  of  a  young 
agronomist,  Mr.  Aaron  Aaronsohn,  who 
was  destined  in  later  years  to  become  dir- 
ector of  the  Haifa  Agricultural  Station 
in  Palestine,  to  the  scientific  and  historic 
interest  of  determining  the  truth  of  a  sug- 
gestion made  by  Kotschy.  This  collector 
brought  back  from  Syria  a  fragment  of  a 
wild  plant  which  Kornicke,  an  authority  on 
cereals,  recognized  as  a  form  of  Triticum 
dicoccum  and  which  he  made  a  variety 
under  the  name  of  T.  dicoccum  dicoccoides. 

"From  this  mere  indication,  Kornicke 
drew  the  same  conclusions  as  those  A.  de 
Candolle  had  reached  by  another  road, 
i.  e.,  that  wheat  must  be  indigenous  to 
Syria.  In  the  course  of  a  geognostic  ex- 
pedition in  Upper  Galilee  to  the  north  of 
Lake  Tiberias,  Mr.  Aaronsohn  gave  his  at- 
tention to  this  question,  although  he  was 
very  dubious  about  being  able  to  answer  it 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,  modern  botanists 
who  have  studied  the  flora  of  Syria,  such 
as  Dr.  Post,  have  not  confirmed  Kotschy's 
doubtful  indication.  On  the  first  expedition 
Mr.  Aaronsohn  found  nothing,  but  urged 
by  his  friends  in  Berlin  he  went  to  this 
region  again,  and  this  time  his  eflforts  were 
crowned  with  success.  In  June,  1906,  being 
at  the  north  of  Lake  Tiberias  at  Rosh 
Pinah,  he  found  a  single  specimen  of  the 
wild  emmer  {Triticum  dicoccum  dicoc- 
coides), growing  in  a  rocky  fissure.  Com- 
plete success  came,  however,  only  on  leav- 
ing Rasheya,  where  wild  wheat  abounded 
in  uncultivated  ground.  Having  climbed 
Mt.  Hermon,  he  descended  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  towards  the  village  of  Amy  wild 
wheat  was  also  very  common  and  showed 
here  an  extraordinary  variety  of  forms; 
black  glumes  or  only  partly  black,  black  or 
colorless  heads,  smooth  or  hirsute  glumes, 
glumes  sometimes  resembling  those  of 
Triticum  monococcum  (einkorn)  or  Trit- 
icum durum  (hard  wheat),  heads  of  the 
type   of  T.  polonicum,  etc.     Among     these 


plants  there  was  also  the  wild  einkorn  (T. 
monococcum  aegilipoides.)  This  excessive 
variation,  the  abundance  of  these  plants,. 
their  distribution  on  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Her- 
mon from  an  altitude  of  1,500 — 2,000  m., 
all  show  that  the  plant  is  certainly  indig- 
enous. It  is  a  known  fact  that  our  cereals 
do  not  spread  beyond  cultivation  in  any 
country  and  that  however  extended  their 
cultivation  may  be  they  never  become  sub- 
spontaneous.  In  order  to  establish  itself 
in  any  locality  a  plant  must  hold  its  own 
against  competitors  which,  masters  of  the 
soil  from  time  immemorial,  have  been  se- 
lected to  fit  the  soil  and  climate.  More- 
over, emmer  is  not  cultivated  anywhere 
in   Palestine. 

"This  wild  wheat  is  furthermore  a  dif- 
ferent plant  from  any  now  in  cultivation, 
a  polymorphous  race,  no  doubt,  but  a  dis- 
tinct one,  to  which  Kornicke  had  already 
given  the  varietal  name  dicoccoides.  No' 
intermediate  form  between  this  wild  plant 
and  those  cultivated  in  Palestine  has  been 
found.  Thus  everything  tends  to  show  that 
wheat  is  indigenous  to  Mt.  Hermon.  Some- 
what later,  Mr.  Aaronsohn  discovered 
Secale  monfanu>ii,  the  wild  rye,  in  Antili- 
ban.  For  philological  reasons  it  had  form- 
erly been  thought  that  this  was  indigenous 
to  Europe.  From  now  on  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  this  cereal  also  has  its  centre  of 
distribution  somewhere  in  Asia  Minor. 

"That  wheat  was  indigenous  to  Palestine 
was  to  be  confirmed  sometime  later  by  the 
same  explorer.  In  1908,  while  on  a  mission 
for  the  Turkish  government,  Mr.  Aaron- 
sohn discovered  wild  barley,  already  known 
at  other  stations,  in  the  Moab  country 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Dead  Sea,  above 
El  Mazra-a ;  towards  Wady  Wahleh  mon- 
oliths occur  in  large  numbers  and  round 
about   are   many    chipped   flint   implements. 

"The  Jewish  savant  could  not  keep  his 
fancy  from  roaming.  He  went  back  in 
spirit  to  that  far-away  epoch,  more  ancient 
than  all  written  history,  when,  urged  by 
hunger  while  crossing  these  steppes,  prim- 
itive man  first  tried  these  savory  grains  and 
discovered  cereals. 

"A  little  later  in  this  same  region  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  while  on  a  second  expedition, 
Mr.  Aaronsohn  found  emmer  in  great 
abundance,  towards  Tel  Nimrim,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Jordan,  at  Ain-Hummar,  on 
the   plateau   of   Es-Salt. 

"When    one   considers   the    fact   that   the 
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.grains  of  wild  wheat  are  not  inferior  either 
in  weight  or  size  to  those  of  the  best  cul- 
tivated species  it  would  be  impossible  not 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  primitive 
man  did  not  create  cereals,  he  found  them. 
"One  can  imagine  the  nomads  of  the  hills 
and  mountains  of  Palestine,  giving  these 
precious  seeds  to  the  inhabitants  of  Meso- 
potamia, who  were  better  situated  than 
themselves  for  the  testing  of  crops  and  who 
succeeded  with  them  in  their  rich  alluvial 
plains.  Glancing  at  the  Assyrian  bas- 
relief,  we  are  struck  by  the  great  im- 
portance given  by  this  people  in  their  cer- 
emonies to  the  mystery  of  the  seed  which 
contains  within  itself  the  essence  of  life, 
and.  in  consequence,  the  intense  interest 
■which  they  manifested  in  all  agriculture. 

"One  of  the  most  striking  things  in  econ- 
omic history  is  the  rapidity  with  which  a 
new  food  or  useful  plant  spreads  even  to 
little-civilized  countries.  Schweinfurth,  in 
his  famous  voyages  to  the  heart  of  Africa, 
found  tobacco  grown  by  the  most  primitive 
peoples.  Hooker,  exploring  in  the  high 
valleys  of  the  Himalayas,  found  the  potato 
cultivated  by  the  Lepchas  and  the  people  of 
Nepaul,  scarcely  half  a  century  after  its  in- 
troduction into  Europe  as  an  important 
-cultivated  plant. 

"I  have  told  in  detail  of  the  "important 
•discovery  of  Aaronsohn.  Let  us  see  now 
what  practical  and  scientific  results  can 
come  from  it.  In  order  to  do  so  it  is  nec- 
essary to  explain  to  you  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible the  present  state  of  biological  science 
and  the  modern  way  of  considering  the 
•problems  relating  to  species. 

"Contemporary  biology  accepts  the  con- 
stancy of  types  as  a  well-established  fact. 
It  has  discovered  that  this  constancy  is  ex- 
perimentally demonstrable  if  the  following 
facts,  not  known  to  Darwin  and  his  fol- 
lowers, be  taken  into  account. 

"Every  species  in  its  natural  state,  and 
often  even  in  cultivation,  includes  a  large 
number  of  forms  which  were  formerly  con- 
sidered variations,  but  which,  analyzed  by 
modern  methods,  appear  to  be  constant 
types,  all  of  which  taken  together  form 
the  Linnean  species.  In  order  to  discover 
these  small  constant  species  which  ordin- 
arily live  mired  together,  it  is  necessary  to 
segregate  them.  Vilmorin  had  already 
recognized  that  unequivocal  results  could 
not  be  obtained  in  the  study  of  variation 
if  one  starts  with  an  isolated  plant  or  even 


with  a  single  seed.  A  single  grain  of 
wheat  may  be  the  ancestor  of  innumerable 
generations.  If  these  isolated  grains,  care- 
fully catalogued,  be  sown  separately,  it  is 
seen  that  they  give  birth  to  constant  races 
or  lines  which  are  called  pure,  because  they 
are  without  mixture.  To  evaluate  these 
lines  and  differentiate  them  from  other 
lines,  we  must  not  consider  the  isolated  in- 
dividual, but  rather  note  the  character  of 
the  descendants  as  a  whole  by  means  of 
experimental  pure  cultures.  The  individu- 
als of  the  same  race,  of  the  same  line,  may 
differ  very  much  according  to  their  age, 
nutrition,  position  during  the  embryonic 
Or  ontogenic  development,  but  their  des- 
cendants, taken  as  a  whole,  are  identical. 
In  a  pure  race,  the  dwarfs  as  well  as  the 
giants  give  birth  to  a  mediocre  line  having 
the  same  average  size  (and  other  values 
which  I  cannot  cite  here.)  In  other  words, 
the  sum  of  the  descendants  is  identical 
with   the   sum   of  the   ascendants. 

"In  cereals,  and  especially  in  wheat,  the 
characters  to  be  studied  which  will  be 
constant  for  a  race  are :  stooling,  regular- 
ity of  growth  (that  is,  greater  or  less  in 
dividual  variation),  average  weight  of  the 
grains,  resistance  of  the  straw  to  lodging, 
length  of  the  straw,  form  and  length  of 
the  heads,  composition  of  the  grain,  (starch, 
sugar,  nitrogen,  fat,  etc.,),  disease-resist- 
ance. In  the  short  time  at  my  disposal  I 
cannot  explain  to  you  the  ingenious  meth- 
ods used  to  determine  with  precision  these 
different  characters.  I  wish  to  add  only 
one  thing.  Each  of  these  characters  or 
their  combination  in  pairs  or  groups  de- 
termines the  probability  of  success  and  good 
harvest  in  a  given  locality,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, the  more  constant  forms,  the  more 
pure  lines  there  are,  the  more  prepared 
will  scientific  agriculture  be  to  furnish  to 
cultivators  races  which  will  suit  their  soils. 
Now,  if  you  consider  that  these  problems 
are  among  those  that  chiefly  interest  man- 
kind, which  demands  each  day  its  daily 
bread,  you  will  understand  that  the  slightest 
discovery  which  makes  for  the  betterment 
of  cereals  means  a  noticeable  increase  in 
the  wea'th  of  a  nation.  If  France  is  one 
of  the  richest  countries  of  the  world  it  is 
because  her  wheat  production  is  superior, 
in  respect  to  her  territory,  to  that  of  all 
her  competitors. 

"Now,    modern    agriculture,    given    new 
life    by    botany,    has    obtained    in    France, 
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Germany,  and  other  civilized  countries,  a 
considerable  number  of  these  varieties, 
starting  from  cereals  introduced  into  our 
country  in  the  course  of  the  long  history 
of  civilization;  that  is,  from  times  more 
ancient  than  any  documents  written  on 
parchment  or   carved  in  stone. 

But  let  us  remember  the  important  re- 
sults of  Aaronsohn's  discoveries:  Prim- 
itive man,  even  he  who  chipped  the  flints 
abounding  about  the  menhirs  of  the  Moab 
country,  as  he  sought  his  food  in  mc  steppes, 
found  fields  of  cereals  waving  in  the  breeze 
just  as  the  graceful  heads  of  Stipa  sway 
in  the  breeze  of  our  fields  of  our  canton  of 
Valais.  The  wild  wheat,  Triticum  dicoc- 
coides,  with  its  large  grains,  must  have 
immediately  caught  the  attention  of  a  prim- 
itive people,  interested  in  nature  as  are 
all  people  whose  eyes  have  not  been  closed 
and  whose  sense  of  observation  has  not 
been  dulled   by  too  much  book  learning. 

Is  it  not  a  singular  coincidence  that  this 
young  Jew,  Mr.  Aaronsohn,  should  redis- 
cover in  Judea  the  origin  of  our  cereals, 
of  our  civilization?  There  is  material  in 
that  for  a  philosopher  or  a  historian  to 
vi^rite  a  moving  page.  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  counting  Mr.  Aaronsohn  among  my  bot- 
anical friends,  and  I  may  say  to  you  that 
rarely  has  an  important  discovery  been  made 
by  a  more  genial  and  charming  man. 
Those  who  say  that  man  is  master  of  his 
fate  may  well  cite  him  as  an  example.  But 
let  us  rather  listen  to  him. 

26  Jan.,  191 1 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  kind 
letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  which  recalled  to  me 
our  agreeable  and  interesting  conversations 
during  the  Congress  at  Brussels.  I  am 
very  much  flattered  to  learn  of  the  subject 
that  you  have  chosen  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Societe  des  Arts. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  send  you  the  "corps 
du  delit"  which  you  wish;  I  shall  also 
take  the  liberty  of  sending  some  photo- 
graphs taken  last  June  which  will  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  appearance  of  the  fields 
where  my  Triticum  flourishes.  You  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  learn  that  we  have  this 
year  sown  more  than  an  acre  of  Triticum 
dicoccoides.  We  intend  to  study  the  value 
of  this  plant  for  forage,  etc.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  discover  in  Upper  Galilee 
this  year  a  spontaneous  hybrid  of  Triticum 
and  Egilops,  and  there  also  exists  already 
a  wheat  with  a  non-articulate  rachis,  aris- 
ing from  a  cross  of  my  Triticum  and  a 
cultivated  wheat.  Thus  you  see  that  we 
are  rapidly  advancing  towards  the  reali- 
zation of  our  dream.     In  the  different  ex- 


perimental fields  where  my  Triticum  has 
been  grown  it  has  resisted  rust  very  well, 
and  this  for  three  or  four  successive  years 
while  many  check  varieties  succumbed  to 
this  disease.  In  these  times  of  "unit  char- 
acters" it  should  not  be  difficult  to  fix  this 
special  property  of  disease-resistance,  and 
you  will  at  once  realize  the  practical  signifi- 
cance and  the  economic  value  of  this  char- 
acter. 

As  for  the  problem  of  the  origin  of  civ- 
ilization or  the  origin  of  wheat  culture,  I 
have  resolved  upon  a  new  method  of 
attack,  I  had  first  taken  up  the  study  of 
adventitious  plants  accompanying  our  cer- 
eals. Thus  the  discovery  of  Lolium  tentu- 
lentum,  quite  spontaneous  in  a  given  region, 
far  from  all  cultivation,  would  be  a  suffic- 
ient reason,  in  my  opinion,  for  inaugurat- 
ing a  search  in  this  neighborhood  for  the 
cradle  of  our  cereals.  Now,  I  am  on  an- 
other trail.  I  wish  to  study  the  cryptogamic 
diseases  of  my  wild  wheat  in  order  to  try 
to  discover  if  among  them  there  are  any 
peculiar  to  wheat  in  other  regions  and 
which  here  would  attack  other  plants.  We 
could  then  say  this  or  that  cryptogam  was 
carried  by  cereals  and  would  be  found  in 
the  same  situation  in  relation  to  wheat,  as 
certain  phanerogamic  satellites  such  as 
Lolium  temulentum,   Githago  segetum,  etc. 

I  am  sending  with  this  letter  a  small 
photograph  showing  our  workmen  sowing 
Triticum  dicoccoides  with  a  drill.  I  shall 
not  conceal  from  you  that  I  am  very  proud 
that  when  for  the  first  time  since  prehis- 
toric times  man  has  again  tried  sowing 
the  prototype  of  wheat,  this  work  has 
fallen  to  Jews  (escaped  from  the  ignoble 
massacres  of  Russia),  Jewish  tearns  work- 
ing on  Jewish  ground,  the  historic  cradle 
of  the  race. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  Aaronsohn. 

You  perceive  the  wide  field  which  this 
discovery  has  opened  up.  The  utilization 
for  new  needs  of  new  races  of  wheat  to 
be  segregated  from  this  wild  material,  that 
is,  from  the  polymorphic  plant  populations 
of  the  hills  of  Judea,  the  extension  of  the 
cultivation  of  cereals  to  arid  regions  or 
mountainous  zones,  where  it  has  hitherto 
not  been  possible. 

"But  there  is  more  than  that.  We  possess 
now,  and  Mr.  Aaronsohn  alludes  to  it  in 
his  letter,  a  second  method  of  improving 
wheat  by  the  method  of  selection,  growing 
pure  races  from  single  seeds. 

"We  can,  by  crossing,  create  new  races 
and  in  this  domain  modern  methods  have 
a  startling  precision.  They  say  that  the 
man  who  suddenly  had"  a  new  world  re- 
vealed to  him  by  the  microscope  lost  his 
reason.     To-day,  placed  in  the  presence  of 
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the  facts  brought  to  light  by  modern  bio- 
logical analysis,  we  can  see  in  our  minds  an 
infinite  line  of  discoveries  which  were  not 
even  suspected  by  the  generations  prceding 
us. 

■'Here,  in  a  few  words  are  the  results  al- 
ready obtained : 

They  lead  us  to  suppose  the  existence  of 
essential  representative  particles  within  the 
germ  cells  of  plants.  These  particles  may 
be  compared  to  the  atoms  which  chemists 
suppose  to  exist  in  the  inanimate  world. 
These  are  the  biological  elements,  the  "or- 
ganic corpuscles"  as  Bufifon  would  have 
called  them.  We  call  them  "gens."  The 
body  of  the  plant  with  its  diverse  charac- 
ters is  then  only  the  exterior  manifestation 
of  these  "determinants."  We  suppose, 
then,  that  each  character  manifested  is  de- 
termined by  a  "gen,"  a  "determinant."  To 
constitute  an  organism  with  its  characters 
there  must  be  an  association  of  gens." 

And  the  importance  of  Aaronsohn's  dis- 


covery, according  to  Professor  Chodat  lies 
in  that,  in  wheat,  "the  number  of  types  and 
new  forms  increases  rapidly  with  the  num- 
ber of  antagonistic  characters. 

"P'or  2  antagonistic  gens  there  will  be  4 
types ;  for  3  gens,  8  types ;  for  4  gens,  16 
types — and  these  types  are  constant  from 
the  second  generation  (in  which  they  ap- 
peared) on. 

"Here  we  have  infinite  perspectivs  which 
appear  on  our  new  horizon. 

"But  to  obtain  these  remarkable  results 
with  the  desired  mathematical  certainty  we 
must  start  with  biological  unity,  with  a 
pure  line,  with  a  single  grain  of  wheat,  the 
parent  of  a  whole  line  similar  to  it. 

"From  this  we  see  the  importance  of 
Aaronsohn's  discovery;  it  will  allow  us  to- 
do  methodically  in  a  few  years  all  that, 
6,000  years  of  cultivation  and  unconscious 
selection  have  gained  for  us  and  perhaps 
also  to  combine  and  associate  characters 
which  escaped  the  intuitive  observation  of 
primitive  peoples." 
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(Concluded.) 


CHAPTER  HI. 

The  Psychology  ok  the  Jews. 

The  evolution  of  the  psychosis,  the  soul, 
the  individuality  of  a  nation  is  analagous 
to  the  growth  of  the  personality  of  a 
single  individual.  The  personality  of  an 
individual  at  any  moment  in  his  life  is  the 
sum  total  of  all  the  forces,  physical, 
biological,  and  spiritual,  operating  from 
the  moment  of  his  birth,  nay,  even  in  the 
prenatal  state,  through  heredity — till  the 
last  minute  of  observation.  Personality  is 
continually  being  created  by  each  individual 
every  day.  A  day  passed  adds  a  new 
feature  to  the  totality,  a  new  bend,  a  new 
curve  to  the  combination.  It  is  in  the  same 
light  of  creative  evolution  that  the  soul  of 
a  people  is  to  be  viewed.     It  is  partly  the 


product  of  the  prenatal  conditions — namely, 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  racial 
elements,  but  primarily  of  its  life  history. 
A  nation  is  continually  creating  its  spiritual 
character.  The  life  of  a  people  is  a  con- 
tinuum, and  no  single  line  or  point  can  be 
removed  from  it  without  endangering  its 
integrity.  The  ethnic  soul  of  the  Jew  can- 
not be  understood  partially  and  no  force  in 
the  world  can  set  the  stream  back.  No 
return  to  a  certain  period  in  Jewish  his- 
tory is  possible.  The  life  of  the  people  has 
gone  beyond  that  point  and  thus  its  soul 
has  an  entirely  different  formation.  Every 
attempt  at  eliminating  a  certain  period  of 
Jewish  history,  whether  good  or  bad,  is 
scientifically  unsound.  It  is  in  the  light  of 
four  thousand  years  of  Jewish  history  that 
the  soul  of  Israel  is  to  be  contemplated. 
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The  fundamental  principle  in  the  psych- 
ology of  the  Jewish  nation  is  that  it  is  the 
psychology  of  a  small  people  that  from  the 
beginning  of  its  history  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, is  the  minority  among  the  nations. 
"Ye  are  smaller  than  all  the  nations," 
says  the  Bible,  (i)  It  is  the  soul  of  a 
minority  that  is  always  fighting  against 
odds,  of  a  nation  that  passed  its  existence 
through  the  very  fires  of  hell,  a  people 
that  knew  the  bitterness  of  lost  battles,  the 
sting  of  the  master's  lash,  self-judgment 
and  self-contempt.  Right  at  the  initial 
point  of  Jewish  history  with  the  entrance 
to  Palestine  there  begins  the  tragedy  of 
the  chosen  people.  (2)  The  care-free 
nomad,  fed  on  manna,  enters  the  promised 
land  which,  in  spite  of  the  tiowing  of  milk 
and  honey,  yields  its  fruit  to  hard  toil 
and  labor,  where  every  inch  of  land  has 
to  be  fought  for  and  conquered  with 
bloood  and  sweat.  All  around  are  hostile 
peoples,  and  the  chosen  tribes  form  only 
little  islands  in  the  midst  of  a  surging  sea 
of  barbarism.  The  whole  history  of  Is- 
rael forms  a  continuous  struggle  of  these 
islanders  to  beat  ofif  the  hardy  waves  threat- 
ening to  swallow  their  little  refuge.  There 
is  hardly  a  moment  in  Jewish  history,  at 
-which  we  see  the  Jews  as  conquering,  as 
triumphing,  excepting  the  reign  of  Solo- 
mon. They  are  always  on  the  defensive, 
ever  facing  danger.  It  is  the  experience 
of  a  people  that  knew  the  reverse  side  of 
glory,  the  taste  of  the  real  bitterness  of 
life.  Throughout  its  literature  then, 
there  is  that  note  of  struggle,  of  one  whose 
strivings  have  always  been  thwarted,  in 
short,  of  one  who  is  always  in  the  future 
but  never  in  the  present.  We  hear  it  in 
the  mournful  lyrics  of  the  psalmists,  as 
well  as  in  the  roaring  voices  of  the  pro- 
phets. Israel's  soul  is  always  torn  between 
the  real  present  and  the  ideal  future.  It 
is  amidst  this  struggle  that  the  greatest 
of  her  productions  were  created. 

With  the  loss  of  their  territory  the  struggle 
became  still  harder  and  harder.  Life  press- 
ed heavier  upon  the  Jews  and  from  that 
moment  the  struggle  assumes  a  fiercer 
form.  All  energies  of  Israel,  all  activities 
are  centred  on  that  particular   point — how 

(1)  Deuteronomy. 

(2)  Vide  Meyer's  Dawn  of  History, 
chap.  6. 


to  escape  death.  (3)  The  drama  of  the 
Jews  for  the  last  two  thousand  years  was 
enacted  under  the  black  shadow  of  death, 
in  the  furnace  of  the  Golus.  It  is  the  pain- 
economy,  (4)  always  under  tension,  all  en- 
ergies converged  to  the  point  how  to  find 
means  of  escaping  pain — that  bred  the  spirit 
of  the  Jew,  that  gave  it  its  steel-hardness, 
together  with  its  rubber-like  flexibility. 
It  is  the  tragic  life-history  of  the  Jews 
that  forms  the  chief  factor  in  the  evolu- 
tion of  its  ethnic  soul  in  its  entirety;  that 
made  it  unique,  distinguished  not  only 
from  the  Aryan,  but  also  from  the  Semitic. 
It  is  not  the  Semitic  psychology  that  the 
Jews    possess,   but   the   Jewish. 

This  principle  phase  of  the  evolution  of 
the  Jewish  ethnic  and  by  the  constant 
struggle  between  two  swaying  forces,  the 
real  present  and  the  ideal  future,  is  the 
cause  of  the  multiplicity,  variability  and 
contrasts  that  the  Jewish  psychic  char- 
acter presents.  But  before  following  the 
effects  of  this  struggle,  let  us  notice  how 
this  antimony  in  the  life  of  the  nation 
arose,  what  are  the  racial  elements  that 
brought  it  about. 

The  primal  trait  in  the  Jewish  racial 
character  is  its  subjectivity.  Whether  it  is 
a  general  Semitic  characteristic,  as  some 
would  say  (5)  which  grew  as  a  result  of 
life  in  the  desert,  where  man,  on  account  of 
solitude  and  poverty  of  nature,  is  necessar- 
ily thrown  upon  himself,  or  whether  it  is 
a  gift  of  the  Jewish  people,  does  not  mat- 
ter. It  is  enough  for  us  that  in  the  Jew- 
ish nation  it  is  distinctively  marked.  Its 
language,  religion  and  history  testify  to 
that  effect.  Monotheism  is  exclusively  a 
subjective  religion.  It  is  not  from  the  ex- 
ternal that  the  ancient  Hebrew  created 
his  religion,  but  from  within,  from  his 
own  soul  that  the  Hebrew  evolved  the 
unity  of  the  world — represented  in  God.  (6) 
External  nature  presents  variety,  which 
is  constantly  construed  into  polytheism. 
With  the  rise  of  Monotheism,  subjectiv- 
ity was  strengthened.  Man  rose  to  a  still 
higher  plane.  Monotheism  does  not  know 
of  nature  as  a  power.  It  has  only  two 
poles,  the  Almighty  God  at  one  end  and 
man  at  the  other;  nature  is  eliminated  from 


(3)  Passmanic  Seele  Israels,  p.  4. 

(4)  C.  Patton. 

(5)  Christian  Lassen. 
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the  game.  And  should  man  only  know 
how  to  conduct  himself  towards  God  his 
power  is  enormous.  (7)  Hakodisli  Boruch 
Hu  Goizer  Gezna  Zadik  Mevatlo,  says 
the  Talmud.  Thus  man  is  constantly 
thrown  upon  himself  for  power  and 
strength.  The  Hebrew  language  shows  a 
remarkable  stamp  of  subjectivity.  Its 
style  is  tragic;  its  form  of  poetry,  lyric. 
It  has  a  number  of  palatal  sounds  which, 
according  to  Heyse,  denote  a  character- 
istic of  subjectivity.  Words  and  idioms 
expressing  subjective  qualities  are  very 
numerous  in  Hebrew.  There  are  two  forms 
for  /,  three  for  ive,  twenty-one  forms  to 
express  speak,  or  word,  might,  power, 
strength,  firmness,  energy,  are  expressed 
by  thirty-six  forms;  for  personal  values  and 
honor  there  are  fifty-seven  various  words; 
to  see,  which  is  a  subjective  act.  is  repre- 
sented by  eighteen  modes  of  expression, 
while  to  hear,  which  is  a  less  subjective, 
only  by  four.  The  emotional  side  of  sub- 
jectivity is  well  represented  in  the  Hebrew 
language;  of  expressions  for  anger,  there 
are  fifteen,  and  twenty-five  for  cry.  (8) 
All  these  facts  show  that  the  Hebrew  race, 
even  in  its  early  youth,  possessed  a  re- 
markable subjective  character;  all  its  crea- 
tions emenated  from  the  internal.  In  the 
course  of  time,  the  sense  of  individuality 
increased.  The  Hebrew  tribes  became  the 
chosen  people ;  personality  of  the  dividual, 
the  beneficial  "influence  of  yhich  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  sacrcdness  of  the  family  and 
chastity.  The  procedures  of  the  Sanhe- 
drin  (9)  was  enlarged,  refined  and  trans- 
formed to  allow  for  the  sacred  individual- 
ity of  the  nation.  It  is  no  longer  a  peo- 
ple, but  the  people,  the  chosen. 

Endowed  with  that  sense  of  subjectivity 
and  national  superior  personality,  Israel 
enters  the  arena  of  history  and  it  is  here 
that  the  tragedy  begins.  Israel,  with  its 
high  ideal,  is  only  a  minority.  The  world 
at  large  does  not  recognize  its  ideal,  life 
is  hostile  to  it  all  around.  The  Canaanites, 
M'oabites,  and  many  other  nations  follow 
other  gods,  live  a  different  life,  and  their 
life  is  so   natural,  so   easy,  so  luring,  and 


(6)  See  Neumark. 

(7)  Sanhedrin. 

(8)  Jellinek   A.    Ded   Judischer   Stamm, 
P-  32. 

(9)  Sanhedrin    ^2. 


bewitching,  that  it  is  hard  to  withstand 
its  influence.  The  struggle  begins,  life 
calls  with  a  thousand  voices  in  a  thousand 
manners  to  the  sons  of  Jacob;  many  a 
tribe  succumbs  to  its  influence  and  disre- 
gards the  personality  and  ideal  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  from  the  heart  of  the  nation,  a 
voice  arises  roaring  v/ith  power  and 
strength,  calling  to  the  chosen  people  to 
live  up  to  its  ideal,  to  preserve  its  individ- 
uality. It  is  the  voice  of  the  prophet. 
Israel  stops  for  a  while,  makes  a  step 
back,  but  life  again  takes  hold  of  him  and 
again  the  prophet  sounds  the  trumpet ;  and 
so  we  see  a  constant  series  of  rising  and 
falling,  a  swaying  between  ideal  and  real 
life.  Soon  life  becomes  harder,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Judah  goes  into  exile,  the  energies 
of  the  nation  cannot  be  devoted  exclusive- 
ly to  the  realization  of  the  ideal  person- 
ality; the  present  life  claims  its  rights. 
In  order  to  live,  a  great  amount  of  power 
must  be  expended,  the  ideal  becomes  more 
and  more  a  matter  of  the  future ;  the  pres- 
ent  claims   attention. 

A  sudden  streak  of  light,  Israel  is  again 
on  his  land,  but  the  struggle  has  not  abat- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  it  has  grown  fiercer, 
new  influences  have  come  into  the  arena 
of  history.  Now  it  is  Hellenism,  now  it 
is  Romanism.  A  great  amount  of  force 
must  be  wasted  in  order  to  keep  the  house 
of  Judah  integral;  powerful  are  the  be- 
witching lights  of  Hellenism,  something 
must  be  done  to  ward  off  their  influence. 
New  means  have  to  be  devised,  new  tactics 
must  be  invented,  and  all  these  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  ideal.  Finally,  the  storm 
bursts  out,  the  fatal  blow  has  struck.  The 
long  night  of  the  diaspora  begins,  the 
struggle  assumes  a  death-struggle  aspect. 
It  is  no  longer  a  contention  for  superior- 
ity, but  a  fight  for  mere  existence.  In  this 
age-long  struggle  the  Jewish  nation  de- 
votes the  greater  part  of  its  energies  to 
the  present.  All  possible  tactics,  devices, 
and  means  are  employed  m  order  to  cling 
to  life.  It  is  this  long  death-struggle  that 
supplied  the  Jewish  character  with  con- 
trarities.  It  is  the  dual  life  of  a  people  for 
four  thousand  years  swayed  between  an 
ideal  future  and  a  gross  disappointing  pres- 
ent. It  is  the  striving  of  a  people  en- 
dowed with  a  powerful  will  to  realize  it- 
self, and  constantly  thwarted  in  its  de- 
sire that  produced  the  Jewish  character. 

As  a  result  of  this  historic  oscillation  be- 
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tween  two  points,  the  ideal  of  what  ought 
to  be,  and  what  is,  the  psychology  of  the 
nation  is  full  of  contrarities.  The  Jew  is 
said  to  unite  in  him  idealism  and  material- 
ism, the  power  of  construction  and  destruc- 
tion. All  through  the  Jewish  history  in 
the  diaspora  this  dualism  is  recognized  in 
in  almost  every  production  of  the  Jewish 
spirit.  It  is  noticiable  in  the  character  of  the 
Jewish  geniuses.  In  each  one  of  them 
there  are  two  forces  operating,  the  ideal, 
the  perfect,  the  complete,  and  the  material, 
the  necessary,  and  the  expedient.  It  is 
typically  illustrated  in  the  greatest  of  Jew- 
ish geniuses  during  the  last  thousand  years, 
in  Baruch  Spinoza.  This  all-comprehensive 
mind,  who  viewed  the  world  sub-specie 
aeternitates,  laid  down  as  the  basic  prin- 
ciple of  his  ethics,  self-preservation,  a 
purely  materialistic  and  expedient  princi- 
ple. Spinoza,  who  fled  from  his  people, 
could  not  escape  its  spirit  entirely.  It  pur- 
sued him  in  his  philosophy,  the  Monotheism 
of  his  fathers  was  transferred  to  Monism, 
and  the  life-long  struggle  for  self-preserva- 
tion of  the  Jews  found  its  echo  in  the 
principle  laid   down  in  his  ethics. 

In  the  diaspora,  if  the  Jew  wanted  to 
live,  he  had  to  acquire  the  character  of 
the  reed  and  bend  to  whatever  side  the 
wind  blew.  His  primary  racial  character- 
istics had  to  recede  for  a  while  and  others 
to  be  acquired.  It  is  by  no  means  to  be 
inferred  that  the  acquired  characteristics 
are  in  any  way  of  small  value;  on  the  con- 
trary, these  qualities  evolved  through  the 
great  process  of  struggle  for  life  and  se- 
lection proved  to  be  the  most  beneficial  to 
the  Jew  and  essentially  necessary  to  his 
existence. 

Summarizing  the  effects  of  race  and  his- 
tory on  the  mental  and  spiritual  char- 
acter of  the  Jews,  we  find  them  first  of  all 
predominating  in  intellectuality.  The  Jew- 
ish mind  possesses  lucidity,  distinctiveness, 
clearness,  and  above  all,  agility,  nimble- 
ness,  and  swiftness  of  thought.  These 
characteristics  are  primarily  racial  traits 
cultivated  and  developed  through  selection 
to  the  uttermost.  The  great  subjectivity  of 
the  Jewish  people  inculcated  in  it  the  pow- 
er of  thought  and  speculation.  This  trait 
is  typically  illustrated  in  the  way  the  Jews 
treated  their  literature.  The  Bible  was 
written   without  vowels,   the  Talmud  even 


to  the  present  day  is  unpunctuated.  (lo) 
This  process  in  education  tended  to  sharp- 
en the  Jewish  mind.  In  the  diaspora,  where 
life  was  to  be  contended  for  every  minute,, 
and  where  the  only  weapon  that  the  Jew 
could  use  was  his  mental  ability,  the  Jew- 
ish mind  received  its  best  training.  Situa- 
tions had  to  be  weighed,  estimated,  cir- 
cumstances understood,  characters  appreci- 
ated, and  by  necessity  the  characteristics 
of  nimbleness,  accuracy,  and  agility  had  to 
be  required.  To  the  racially  subjective,  self- 
centred  mind,  there  was  added  the  objective 
mental  ability  of  the  Jew,  which  is  cen- 
tred in  others.  The  analytic  faculty  of  a. 
type  of  mind  which  was  originally  cen- 
tred upon  itself  had  to  be  turned  towards 
the  ideas,  feelings,  and  actions  of  others, 
for  it  is  only  by  this  that  the  Jew  could 
exist.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Jew,  the  most 
subjective  of  all  nations,  the  one  who  was 
for  thousands  of  years  accused  as  selfish,, 
inwardly  centred,  and  as  an  Am  lebodod' 
yishkon,  and  hated  for  that  reason,  is  at 
the  same  time  the  most  objective  and  open 
to  accusations  of  intruder  and  parasite. 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  nation  which  by  its 
race-  quality  it  fitted  to  be  the  most  original;, 
has  served  for  centuries  only  as  the  medi- 
ator and  agent  of  culture.  Life,  the  pres- 
ent real  life,  had  a  too  strong  hold  on  him 
and  Israel  had  to  compromise  with  it.  It 
is  this  modification  of  character  that  made 
mental  acclimatization  a  leading  trait  in  the 
Jewish  character,  (ii)  The  Jewish  mind 
adapts  itself  to  every  culture  with  ease.  It 
is  the  Jew,  Heine,  who  wrote  the  most 
perfect  and  smooth  German.  It  is  the  Jew, 
Beaconsfield,  who  piloted  the  British  ship' 
of  state  in  the  most  traditional  English 
manner.  Finally,  it  is  the  Jew,  Brandes, 
who  estimates  and  appreciates  most  ac- 
curately the  national  spirit  of  various  lit- 
eratures. 

The  modification  of  character  does  not 
by  any  means  mean  a  replacement  of  the 
primary  racial  qualities,  subjectivity,  sense 
of  individuality  and  originality.  It  simply 
implies  a  dualism,  the  former  character- 
istics are  deeply  seated  in  the  Jewish  soul, 
and  live  in  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  and 
from  time  to  time  crop  out  even  in  those 
whose    character   has    been    entirely    modi- 


(lo)     Jellinek  Der  Judischer  Stamm,  35. 
(ri)     Leroy    Beaulieu,  pp.  178-179. 
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ficd  and  objectified.  Witness  Heine's  Jehu- 
da  Halevi,  Beaconsfield's  novels,  and 
IJoernes'  irony. 

As  regards  to  distribution  of  Jewish  in- 
tellectuality, it  might  be  expected   in  view 
of  the  history  and  education  of  the  Jewish 
people    that    it    should    be    wide.      On    the 
whole,    it    may   be   said   the   Jews    possess 
less  genius  but  a  great  distribution  of  tal- 
ent.  (12)     It  is  very  often  charged  against 
the   Jew    that  they  lack'  in   originality  be- 
cause   their    number    of    geniuses    is    very 
small.      But    this    accusation    falls    to    the 
ground,     taking     into     consideration     their 
small    number    and    the    social    disabilities 
preventing      their     education — teste     Rus- 
sia— "It  took   England  two  hundred  years 
after   Newton,"    says   Joseph   Jacobs    (13), 
"to   produce  a   Darwin.     How  much  more 
ought  it  to  take  the  small,  socially  miserable 
people     of     Israel     to     produce     another 
Spinoza?"      In    the    sphere    of    talent    the 
Jews  predominate.     The  curve  for  Jewish 
skill  exceeds  even  that  of  Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen.    (14)      The   fields   are   various. 
There  is  a  superiority  of  the  Jews  as  physi- 
cians,   mathematicians,    chess    players,    sci- 
entists,   philosophers,     astronomers,     finan- 
ciers, and  especially,  philogists.     These  stat- 
istical facts  throw  down  all  limitations  put 
to  the  Jewish  intellect.     Some  want  to  rob 
it    of    the    power    of    abstration ;    others 
exactness.    The  fact  that  Jewish  talent  pre- 
dominates in  philosophy,   chess  playing,  as 
well  as  in  natural  sciences,  disproves  both 
theories.     Equally  unfounded  is  the  current 
theory  that  the  Jews  are  especially  endowed 
with  business    talent.     There  is  no   special 
business   talent    at   all    in   existence.     It   is 
the  general  mental  ability  that  is  necessary 
for  becoming  a  great  commercial  light.     If 
Jews  predominate  in  that  field,  it  must  be 
inferred  that  they  would  win  also  in  other 
fields ;  namely,  they  are  on  a  higher  intel- 
lectual  plane    (15)    which   in  its   turn   is  a 
product  of  racial  subjectivity  together  with 
the  long  process  of  selection. 

On  the  emotional  side  the  characteristics 
of  the  Jew  are  very  distinct.  The  basal 
nature,    and    as    the    whole   life-history   of 


(12)  Ruppin  Juden  der  Gegenwart;  Ja- 
■■cobs  on  the  Distribution  of  Jewish  Ability. 

(13)  Joseph  Jacobs  Ibid. 

(14)  Jacobs    Loc.    Cit. 

(15)  Ruppin    Loc.    Cit. 


tone  of  his  emotional  character  is  his  love 
for  the  sublime.  It  is  this  trait  that  misled 
the  critics  from  Renan  to  Sombart  to 
deny  emotion  to  the  Jew.  They  cite  in 
their  evidence  the  Biblical  commandments 
against  plastic  art.  They  failed  to  under- 
stand the  fundamental  trait  of  the  spirit 
of  Israel.  The  beautiful  can  be  expressed 
in  art,  but  the  sublime,  the  grand,  the  vast, 
does  not  yield  to  work  of  clay  or  canvass. 
Here,  man  is  over-whelmed,  and  amazed. 
He  stands  before  the  sublime,  what  picture 
will  express  it  What  statue  can  contain 
it?  Hence  the  lack  of  art  with  the  Jew. 
It  is  not  the  lack  of  emotion  but  too  much 
emotion.  The  sublime  feeling,  the  intense 
emotion,  does  not  find  any  mouthpiece  for 
its  expression  but  the  human  soul.  And 
well  did  that  Hebrew  soul  express  its 
emotion.  The  Old  Testament  books,  the 
lyrics  of  the  psalmist,  the  haggadah,  the 
poems  of  Jehuda  Halevi  in  mediaeval 
times,  of  Bialik  and  Frug  in  modern  times, 
are  monuments  of  the  wonderful  .soul  thrill- 
ing in  Israel. 

Being  strongly  subjective  and  constantly 
thrown  upon  himself,  the  emotion  of  the 
Jew  is  expressed  in  such  forms  of  art  as 
have  to  do  with  the  inner  soul.  He  accord- 
ingly leads  in  lyric  poetry  and  music.  The 
preference  of  the  Jew  for  these  arts  is  at 
once  racial  and  historic.  Racial,  as  has 
been  mentioned  above,  and  still  more,  it  is 
a  product  of  history.  Where  in  the  Ghetto 
could  the  Jew  have  been  influenced  by 
nature,  an  essential  component  of  all  plas- 
tic arts,  what  better  mode  of  expression 
could  the  Jew  find  to  the  deep  agonies  of 
the  soul  than  music,  the  most  vibrating  and 
touching  of  all  arts?  It  is  by  no  means 
to  be  asserted  that  the  Jew  lacks  taste  for 
the  plastic  arts.  Israels.  Libin,  Antokolsky, 
Hirshenberg,  and  many  others  prove  his 
ability  even  in  those  fields.  It  is  only 
in  speaking  of  a  preference  by  the  Jews 
for  certain  arts  which  may  have  an  ethnic 
claim.  Another  emotional  trait  of  the  Jews 
is  their  aptitude  for  acting  in  general,  and 
tragedy  in  particular.  The  great  nervous 
strain,  the  intensity  of  emotion  to  which 
the  Jew  was  subjected  through  his  life- 
history  has  developed  a  power  of  response 
with  bodily  movements,  to  internal  stimuli 
of  emotion.  Hence  the  great  susceptibil- 
ity of  the  Jew  to  acting.  As  the  responses 
were  for  the  most  of  the  time  of  a  painful 
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Israel  is  a  great  tragedy,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  tragedy  is  the  favorite  field  of  Jewish 
actors,  and  especially  actresses.  Sarah 
Bernhardt,  Rachel,  surely  know  how  to  die 
bravely  and  heroically.  Their  people  had 
learned  the  lesson  in  history. 

The     volitional     characteristics     of     the 
Jewish  people  are  very  marked.     From  the 
earliest    days    of    its    existence    Israel    has 
shown    a    remarkable    will-power.     It   con- 
stitutes  an    essential   ethnic   trait    with   the 
Jews.     Throughout  the  Bible  they  are  call- 
ed  a    stiff-necked  people.     As  a  subjective 
race,  endowed  with  a  high  sense  of  individ- 
uality, will-power  was  of  necessary  devel- 
oped in  them  to  the  highest  degree.     It  is 
the    most    dominant    trait    of    a    Hebrew 
genius.     Jewish  ethics  has   for  its   founda- 
tion no  other  psychic  faculty  but  the  will. 
The  whole  four  thousand  years  of  Jewish 
history  can  be  summarized  in  a  few  words 
— the  expression  of  the   will  to  live.     Xot 
in   vain  does   Schopenhauer  bear  a  grudge 
against  the  Jews.     He,  the  prophet  of  the 
Beneinung  des  Lebens — negation  of  life,  saw 
in  the  Jew  his  greatest   enemy.     It  is  this 
racial  trait  of  will-power  that  accounts  for 
so  many  self-made  men  among   the  Jews. 
The  Rothschilds,  the  Gutmans,  the  Beacons- 
fields,  and  the  Gambettas  testify  to  the  in- 
domitable will-power  of  the  Jew.     But  has 
not   the  story  of  the  diaspora  affected  it? 
To   our   great  regret  we  must  answer  the 
question  in  the  affirmative.     The  long  Go- 
lijth  has  left  its  cruel  marks  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the   Jews.     Too  long  had  he   to 
adapt  his   own  will  to  the   will  of  others, 
too  fierce   were  the  gales   blowing  against 
Israel.     It   had  to  change  from  the  proud 
cedar  to  the  humble  reed.    The  loss  of  will 
is  not  so   marked    in  the    individual   as   in 
the  nation.     It  is   the  loss  of  the  national 
will  that  is  most  to  be  regretted  and  it  is 
this  deficiency  that  is  the  cause  of  all  phen- 
omena   of    assimilation 'and    disintegration 
that  has  appeared  in  Israel  during  the  last 
hundred  years.     Has  this  loss  of  national 
will  become  a  stable  trait  among  the  Jews 
and  can  it  be  considered  a  sign  of  decay? 
— is  the  question   that   every   faithful   Jew 
will    ask.      The    voice   of   history    and    life 
responds  loudly,   no.     Such  crises   in  Jew- 
ish life  have  happened   and  passed.     Even 
now     a    tiny    but    steady    voice    is    heard 
among    the    Jews    calling    for    renaissance, 
for  the  awakening  of  Jewish  consciousness 
and  regeneration.    It  is  the  voice  of  dream- 


ers, of  enthusiasts,  who  have  nothing  else 
to  do  but  be  Zionists,  say  some.  Nay,  it 
is  the  voice  of  the  zmll  to  live  of  the  people 
of  Israel. 


Activities  of  Young  Judea 


Six  months  have  passed  since  the  re- 
organization of  Young  Judea.  The  assets 
of  the  organization  consisted  of  a  few 
earnest  workers,  some  excellent  traditions- 
of  good  work  done,  a  stern  realization  of 
the  crying  need  for  the  continuation  of 
this  work,  and  much  good  raw  material 
among  the  older  Judeans,  who  will  serve  as 
workers  and  leaders.  The  liabilities  were 
a  considerable  deficit  in  the  treasury,  dis- 
content among  the  affiliated  circles,  and' 
many  clubs  in  various  stages  of  dissolu- 
tion and  disorganization. 

Thanks  to  the  Austro-Hungarian  Zion- 
ist Society,  a  permanent  office  was  secured, 
free  of  charge.  The  office  began  corres- 
ponding with  out-of-town  circles,  and  re- 
organized the  local  clubs  and  councils.  As 
a  result  of  this  work  forty-two  new  circles 
have  been  affiliated  and  have  paid  the  first 
year's  dues.  All  told,  Young  Judea  is  in 
touch  with  250  circles.  Each  circle  sends 
a  monthly  report-card.  The  organization 
then  sends  them  Zionist  literature,  plays, 
magazines,  hints  and  suggestions  for  pro- 
grams, syllabii  for  club-work  and  such  ad- 
4'ice  as  it  can  give.  In  New  York,  new  cir- 
cles were  organized  in  Borough  Park  and 
Greenpoint  sections,  Brooklyn :  and  new 
Councils  in  lower  -Manhattan,  Harlem,  and 
the  Bronx.  The  greatest  gain  in  new  cir- 
cles is  out  of  town,  particularly  in  Connec- 
ticut and  Massachusetts.  There  is  a  great- 
er spirit  of  friendliness  and  co-operation 
between  the  circles  and  Young  Judea  than 
there   has   ever   been   before. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  new 
leaders.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
older  children  are  being  trained  as  leaders. 
Leaders'  training  circles  have  been  started 
locally  in  the  Bronx  and  in  Brooklyn,  and 
are  making  very  encouraging  headway. 
Experience  has  shown  that  there  will  be 
as  many  good  clubs  as  there  are  leaders. 
An  Auxiliary  Society  of  Seniors  is  also 
being  organized  among  Young  Judea  sym- 
pathizers. 

The    public    entertainments    and    holiday 
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NEWS    AND    VIEWS 


A   Scandinavian  Zionist   Federation 

Recently  a  conference  lasting  several  days 
was  held  in  Stockholm  of  sixteen  delegates 
representing  the  four  Zionist  societies  of 
Stockholm  (150  members;  Goteborg,  (115 
members)  ;  Christiania  (35  members)  ;  and 
Copenhagen,  (100  members).  The  meet- 
ing decided  to  found  a  Scandinavian  Zionist 
Federation  under  the  name  of  the  "Skan 
dinaviska  Zionistfobundet,"  with  its  head- 
quarters in  Stockholm.  The  proceedings 
were  attended  by  Dr.  Bloede  of  Hamburg, 
on  behalf  of  the  Inner  Actions  Committee, 
who  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Aims 
and  Future  of  Zionism"  at  a  large  public 
meeting.  Full  reports  of  the  conference 
were  published  in  the  Scandinavian  dailv 
press. 


The  Revenue  of  the  Zionist  Organi- 
zation 


The  Shekel  revenue  of  the  Zionist  organ- 
ization in  the  past  year  amounted  to  81,952 
marks  (  about  $20,200,  and  the  Central  Funt^ 
amounted  to  49,582  marks  (about  $13,350. 


Agricultural    Laborers  in    Palestine 

Within  the  past  year,  a  register  has  been 
compiled  of  agricultural  laborers  in  Pal- 
estine, steps  were  taken  toward  the  life 
insurance  of  motor  workers,  and  an  inval- 
idity fund  was  established  for  laborers. 
Laborers  on  National  Fund  estates  are  in- 
sured against  accident  as  a  matter  of 
course. 


A    German  Newspaper  on   Zionism 

In  connection  with  the  general  attitude 
of  the  principal  European  nations  con- 
cerning the  futMre  (~»f  Palestine  much  ii.- 
tcrest  attaches  ti;  a  recent  article  in  the 
Kolnische  Zcitung,  an  official  organ  of  the 
German  Government,  on  the  Jewish  settle- 
ments in  Palestine.  After  a  brief  but  ac- 
curate description  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  these  colonies,  the  Zeitung  says: 

"The  economic  interests  of   the  German 


colonies  in  Palestine  can,  in  many  respects, 
be  regarded  as  identical  with  those  of  the 
Jewish  colonies.  The  general  improvement 
in  conditions,  which  the  Jewish  colonies 
have  created,  particularly  the  strengthening 
of  personal  security  and  the  introduction 
of  orderly  legal  processes,  is  of  great  value 
to  the  German  colonies.  That  Turkey  has 
only  benefits  to  anticipate  from  the  in- 
flux of  Jewish  settlers  is  unquestionable. 
Through  Jewish  capital  a  land  that  has 
been  neglected  for  many  centuries  will 
bloom  again,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  rest- 
less Arab  population  a  reliable,  industrious 
element  will  bring  peace  and  economic 
strength  and  will  erect  a  safe  bridge  for 
international  commerce  between  the  Orient 
and  the   Occident." 


The  Vintners  of  Palestine 


The  Vintners'  Syndicate  of  Palestine 
held  its  annual  meeting  recently  and  re- 
ports were  received  of  a  satisfactory  year. 
The  Ika's  subvention  has  ceased  this  year, 
and  the  Syndicate  w^as  able  to  remit  to  it 
the  sum  of  $70,000  towards  the  reduction 
of  its  debt.  The  special  vine  tax  was  rais- 
ed during  the  year  from  $24,000  to  $27,000, 
which  does  not  include  the  tithe  tax,  and 
a  war  tax  of  $1,040.  In  spite  of  these 
heavy  burdens,  the  Syndicate  was  able  to 
do  fairly  well,  thanks  to  the  able  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Z.  Gluskin,  its  manager,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  Rechoboth.  The 
Syndicate  adopted  resolutions  that  indicate 
the  satisfactory  state  of  its  finances.  A 
grant  of  $21,000  was  given  to  Rechoboth, 
and  Rishon-le-Zion. 

The  members  of  the  Syndicate  were  per- 
mitted to  plant  another  210  acres  of  land 
with  vines.  The  complaints  of  the  inde- 
pendent vintners  were  satisfied  with  a  res- 
olution empowering  the  manager  to  con- 
clude arrangements  with  them  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  wine  for  seventeen  years. 
While  the  unsystematic  planting  of  vines 
has  ceased,  it  is  evident  that  under  proper 
management  the  Palestine  wine  market  will 
not  be  affected  by  the  planting  under  care- 
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ful  supervision  of  a  few  more  hundred 
acres  with  vines.  The  independents  who 
have  been  injudiciously  criticizing  the  Syn- 
<iicate  will  soon  realize  that  the  Syndicate's 
methods   were    essential   to   success. 


in  Galilee.     The  purchase  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Turkish   Government. 


The  New  Governor  of  Jerusalem 

The  new  Governor  of  Jerusalem,  Tahar 
Chairadin  Bey,  who  succeeded  Mushaddi 
Bey,  is  described  as  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing and  sagacity.  Until  recently  he  occu- 
pied the  position  of  Professor  of  Turkish 
History  in  Constantinople.  The  former 
Governor  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  Jewish 
colonies  in  Palestine. 

Both  appointees  attest  to  the  high  stan- 
dards adopted  by  the  Ottoman  Government 
in  tlie  selection  of  its  officials  in  Palestine 


The  Red  Ticket  Abolished 

An  unconfirmed  report  in  a  local  news- 
paper has  it  that  the  Red  Ticket  has  b«en 
abolished  in   Palestine. 


Ika  Cooperates  with  Zionists  in 
Palestine 


The  Federation  of  American  Zionists 
has  received  from  information  from  Zionid 
headquarters  in  Berlin  of  a  transaction 
which  means  a  great  deal  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Jewish  interests  in  Palestine. 

The  Jewish  Colonization  Association  has 
co-operated  with  the  Zionist  organization 
in  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  Palestine,  to  be  developed  by  the  Pales- 
tine Land  Development  Company. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  Jewish  Colon- 
ization Association  has  come  in  contact 
with  the  Zionist  organization  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  has  aided  it  in  the  purstiii  of 
its  objects  in  Palestine.  It  is  taken  by  al! 
Zionists  as  a  favorable  augury  for  fur- 
ther enterprises  in  which  this  powerful  and 
resourceful  organization,  representing  the 
Baron  de  Hirsch  fortune,  will  unite  with 
the  Zionists  for  the  revival  of  Palestine. 

According  to  Hasefirah,  the  Hebrew 
■daily  newspaper,  the  Palestine  department 
of  the  Zionist  organization  has  concluded 
a  very  important  land  transaction  in  two 
■different  sections  of  Palestine.  Large 
tracts  of  land,  involving  several  thousand 
acres,  have  been  acquired  in   Samaria  and 


Extension  of  Bezalel  Activities 

Prof.  Schatz,  the  head  of  the  famous 
Bezalel  School  of  Jerusalem,  recently  rent- 
ed a  piece  of  ground  from  the  city  govern- 
ment next  to  the  Jaffa  gate,  on  which  he 
erected  a  magnificent  model  of  the  Tower 
of  David,  made  of  wood  and  tin.  It  is 
proposed  to  open  there  an  exposition  of  the 
Bezalel  products,  which  will  be  sold  to  tour- 
ists. The  beauty  and  exactness  of  the 
model  have  been  admired  by  many  archi- 
tects. Prof.  Schatz  will  visit  the  United 
States  in  October. 


In  Jaffa 


During  the  past  year  the  Tel  Aviv 
quarter  was  enriched  by  the  acquisition  of 
a  large  adjacent  plot  of  land,  the  installa- 
tion of  a  new  water-supply  and  the  in- 
corporation of  the  new  quarter  called 
Hachloth  Benjamin. 


The  New  School  In  Jerusalem 


The  staff  of  the  new  Hebrew  Gymnasium 
now  comprises  eleven  teachers.  Mr.  J. 
Moser  of  Bradford,  England,  has  promised 
to  contribute  a  substantial  sum  to  meet 
the  annual  budget,  while  the  sum  of  $10,000 
has  already  been  collected  among  Jews  in 
Galicia.  The  official  name  of  the  school  is 
to  be  "Midrasha."  The  school  was  re- 
cently visited  by  Herr  Ussischkm,  who  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  with  the  manner 
in  which  its  affairs  were  conducted. 


CENTURY   THEATRE 

62d     St.     &  8th  Ave.     Phone  8800  Columbus. 
Eves,   at   8.     Matinees    Wed.   &   Sat.   at   2. 

Louis    N.    Parker's    Pageant    Play, 

JOSEPH 

AND    HIS    BRETHREN 

13    Scenes,    5<>    Speaking    Parts. 
200   on    Stage. 

Largest    Dramatic    Production    Ever 
Made   In   the   "World 
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NEWS    OF    THE    MOVEMENT 


Secretaries  of  Zionist  societies  all  over  the  country  are  requested  to  send 
regularly  to  The  Maccabaean  for  publication  in  t':is  department  notices  and  re- 
ports  of  their  plans  and  activities. — Ed. 


A  New  Zionist  Society  in  Philadel- 
phia 

A  meeting  of  a  number  of  girls  to  or- 
ganize a  Zionist  society  took  place  recently 
at  M'iss  Bertha  Berman's  home,  1635  South 
Fifth  street.  A  constitution  was  drawn  up 
and  elections  were  held,  resulting  as  fol- 
lows :  Sarah  Rosenberg,  president ;  Bertha 
Berman,  vice-president ;  Celia  Frank,  sec- 
retary ;    Mollie   Grossman,  treasurer. 

The  name  of  the  society  is  "A  Zionist 
Chapter,"  and  its  purpose  is  to  do  some- 
thing worthy  of  the  Zionist  cause. 

Girls  wishing  to  join  should  write  to  the 
(Secretary,  Miss  Celia  Frank,  3227  Berks 
street,    Philadelphia. 

Herzl   Club   of    Wilksbarre 

A  concert  and  lecture  was  recently  given 
with  much  success  l)y  the  Herzl  Club  here. 
Mr.  Abraham  Goldberg,  editor  of  Dos 
Yiddish  Folk,  was  present  and  delivered 
an  address,  which  was  well  received.  Other 
speakers  of  prominence  were  Rev.  Marcus 
Salzmon,  Attorney  Eugene  Cohen,  Rabbi 
David  Ginsberg  and  Attorney  H.  H.  Wein- 
traub.  In  the  musical  progrram  those  that 
took  part  are  Misses  Eva,  Bella  and  Anna 
Cantor,  Miss  Gussie  Levy,  Miss  Lizzie 
Levy,  Miss  Anna  Rifkin,  Miss  Julia  Rifkin, 
M'iss  Annette  Miller  and  Miss  Bella  Miller: 
Messrs.  Herman  Cantor,  Hyman  Shipo- 
witch,  L.  Savitz,  Samuel  Rothenberg,  Sam- 
uel Miller  and  Morris  Siskin. 

The  members  of  'he  committee  who  ar- 
ranged the  affair  were  Bernard  S.  Good- 
stein,   Hyman  Wolhsman  and  Harry  Levj 


New  York  and  Chicago.  '  All  those  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting  were  quite  enthusiastic 
and  enrolled  themselves  as  stockholders. 
The  temporary  officers  elected  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Mr.  C.  Bloom,  president ;  Mr 
Charles  Isenstein,  treasurer;  Mr.  M.  Kauf- 
man, secretary,  and  Mr.  Chaim  Shapiro, 
attorney. 

It  was  decided  to  immediately  apply  for 
papers  of  incorporation.  The  stock  of  the 
"Hachooza"  is  to  be  sold  at  $1,500.00  per 
share,  payable  in  installments  covering  a 
period  of  ten  years.  Quite  a  number  have 
already  subscribed  for  stock  and  several 
more  applications  are  under  consideration. 
The  amount  of  stock  to  be  issued  by  the 
"Hachooza"  will  be  limited.  Land  is  to 
be  purchased  by  January,  1014,  at  the 
latest. 


Public   Meeting   of  Zionist   Council 
of  Philadelphia 

A  public  meeting  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Zionist  Council  of  Philadelphia  was 
held  recently  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the 
Dropsie  College.  The  subject  arranged  for 
discussion  was  "How  to  Organize  the  Sup- 
port of  Palestinian  Institutions."  The  meet- 
ing was  presided  over  by  Prof.  Max  L 
Margolis.  president  of  the  Council,  and 
addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Cyrus  Ad- 
ler.  Dr.  L.  W.  Steinbach,  Dr.  B.  L.  Gor- 
don. Rabbi  Marvin  Nathan  and  Mr.  Louis 
E.   Levy. 


Madam  Pevsner  in  Birmingham 


Hachooza  Organized  in  Los  Angeles 

At  a  meeting  held  here  recently  at  which 
were  present  a  number  of  prominent  Zion- 
ists, it  was  decided  to  organize  an  "Hach- 
ooza"   in    this    city    on    the    same    lines    as 

those    alreadv    in    existence    in    St.    Louis, 


Two  notable  lectures  were  delivered  by 
Madam  Pevsner  in  the  city  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  one  at  the  local  Temple,  and  the 
other,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Tikvath 
Zion  Society  of  that  city.  Her  addresses 
evoked  great  enthusiasm  and  the  impres- 
sion made  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

"Everybody,"    writes    our    correspondent. 
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"knew,  felt  a  certain  happiness  at  hav- 
ing the  privilege  of  being  born  a  Jew," 
On  this  occasion,  the  sum  of  $233 
for  the  Bezalel  Fund  was  raised  on 
the  spot  and  the  contribution.:-  made  the 
following  day  totaled  $500. 

Afadam  Pevsner  also  succeeded  in  organ- 
izing the  National  Frauen  Verband,  con- 
sisting of  about  100  members. 


Success  of  the  Hadassah  Chapter 

Within  the  past  month  an  impetus  has 
been  given  to  Hadassah's  plans,  hurrying 
them  on  to  the  consummation  that  two 
Daughters  of  Zion  nurses  are  now  on  their 
way  to  Jerusalem.  The  impetus  came 
in  the  form  of  an  unsolicited  offer  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Straus,  who  urged 
that  Hadassah's  work  of  introducing  the 
District  Visiting  Nurses  System  in  Pales- 
tine be  begun  at  once.  If  this  were  com- 
plied with  as  a  condition,  they  were  pre- 
pared to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  and 
four  months'  salary  of  whatever  nurse 
Hadassah  might  select  and  equip.  It  wa"; 
understood  that  the  Daughters  of  Zion 
would  be  responsible  for  all  expenditures 
incidental  to  the  nurse's  worrk  on  the  spot 
and  for  her  salary  after  the  fourth  month. 

Hadassah  rose  to  the  occasion,  securing 
a  large  part  of  the  money  needed  for  the 
first  year,  and  assuming  the  full  risk. 
engaged  a  nurse  at  once  for  a  period  of 
two  3ears.  While  this  project  was  under 
way,  rews  reached  Hadassah  that  through 
the  agencv  of  Miss  Eva  Leon,  a  member 
of  the  chapter,  a  number  of  non-Zionists 
in  Chicago  had  subscribed  $2,000  annually 
for  five  years  to  send  a  nurse  to  Palestine. 
The  choice  and  control  of  this  nurse  were 
left  to  Hadassah.  Accordingly,  Hadassah 
engaged  the  services  of  Miss  Rose  Kaplan, 
of  the  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  staff,  as  first 
nurse  for  two  years,  and  of  Miss  Rachel 
D.  Landy,  of  the  Harlem  Hospital  Dis- 
pensary, as  second  nurse  for  two  years 
and  a  half.  These  ladies  sailed  for  Jeru- 
salem on  January  16,  in  the  party  accom- 
panying Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straus.  M'iss  Leon 
is  also  a  member  of  the  party,  and,  al- 
though a  guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straus, 
and  not  officially  the  representative  of  Had- 
assah, she  will  use  her  knowledge  of  the 
Orient  to  install  and  further  the  District 
Nursing  System. 


The  present  object  is  not  so  much  to 
bring  relief  in  individual  cases  of  illness 
as  to  organize  a  thorough  system  of  dis- 
trict-nursing throughout  the  towns  and 
colonies  of  Palestine,  beginning  with  Jeru- 
salem. The  first  two  nurses  will,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Straus, 
co-operate  with  the  Health  Bureau  estab- 
lished by  them  in  Palestine  a  year  ago. 
Miss  Kaplan  and  Miss  Landy  will  devote 
themselves  primarily  to  the  needs  of  wo- 
men and  children.  With  this  end  in  view, 
they  will  organize  the  work  of  the  mid- 
wives  along  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
State  Legislature  in  New  York,  and  made 
eft'ective  through  the  activity  of  the  Nurses' 
Settlement  and  the  Russell  Sage  Founda- 
tion. For  this  aspect  of  the  work  they  will 
be  furnished  with  means  to  pay  midwives, 
and  to  supply  linens  to  mothers  and  babies. 


Cincinnati     Zionist     Society   Honor 
Dr.  Heller 


Dr.  Max  Heller,  of  New  Orleans,  who 
attended  the  convention  of  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  spoke 
last  Sabbath  morning  from  Dr.  Louis 
Grossman's  pulpit,  and  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, January  23,  addressed  the  Cincin- 
nati Zionist  Society  of  Cincinnati,  O. 


Brooklyn  Y.  M.  H.  A.  Hears  Rabbi 
Wolf  on  Zionism 


Rabbi  Wolf  Gold,  of  the  South  Third 
Street  Synagogue,  Brooklyn,  delivered  an 
address  lately  at  the  Young  Men's  Hebrew 
Association  of  Williamslnirgh  on  "Jews  and 
Zionism." 

Miss   Henrietta  Szold  Lectures 

Miss  Henrietta  Szold,  president  of  Had- 
assah Chapter,  Daughters  of  Zion,  gave  a 
lecture  on  Palestine,  illustrated  with  stere- 
opticon  views,  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Gottheil,  417  Riverside  Drive.  Some  of 
the  guests  were :  Mrs.  Cyrus  Sulzberger, 
Mrs.  Martha  Morton  Conheim,  Miss  Min- 
nie Isaacs,  Mrs.  Maurice  H.  Harris,  Mrs. 
-Alfred  Blumenthal,  Mrs.  Henry  Toch,  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Dukas,  Miss  Sara  X.  Schottenfels, 
Mrs.  Bernard  Naumberg,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Proskaner  and  Miss  Leon. 
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Boston  Zionists  Have  Orchestra 

The  Pioneers  of  Zion  Orchestra,  the  first 
Zionit  orchestra  organized  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  has  been  making  wonderful  pro- 
gress. It  consists  of  eight  pieces  with 
Henry  Siegel  as  leader.  Recently  four 
members  of  the  orchestra  played  at  a  Zion- 
ist concert  given  at  Newburyport,  where 
they  made  an  excellent  showing.  The  four 
members  were  the  following  :Henry  Siegel, 
leader  and  violinist;  Joseph  Lederman, 
pianist;  Philip  Baity,  cornetist,  and  Miss 
Anna  Schlosberg,  drummer. 


A  New  Society  in  Syracuse 

The  Herzl  Zion  Society,  composed  en- 
tirely of  youths,  has  been  organized  in 
Syracuse,  X.  Y. 


Cleveland's  Sunbeams  Active 

The  Sunbeams  of  Zion,  one  of  the  most 
active  junior  Zionist  clubs,  meets  every  Sat- 
urday night  under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
R.   Friedberg. 


Zerubabel  to   Speak  in  Philadelphia 


Zerubabel,  the  well-known  editor  and 
author,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the 
rejuvenation  of  the  Jewish  nation  in 
Palestine  along  the  lines  of  social  reform, 
will  be  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  soon 
and  lecture.  He  is  a  Palestinian,  heart  and 
soul — he  lives  in  Palestine  and  edits  a  paper 
there  in  Hebrew  for  the  working  people. 
He  is  coming  to  Philadelphia  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  Poale  Zion  Society,  and  while 
in  this  city  will  be  the  guest  of  Professor 
and   Mrs.   Hayim  Fineman. 


New  Recruits  in  Cleveland 


Rabbi  Greenwald,  of  \^ienna,  once  a  firm 
opponent  of  Zionism,  has  returned  from 
Palestine  a  staunch  admirer  of  the  col- 
onies. In  the  presence  of  the  president  of 
the  community.  Dr.  Alfred  Stern,  and  other 
notable  Jews,  he  delivered  a  lecture  prais- 


ing the  colonies,  and  suggested  that  the 
Vienna  Jews  should  establish  a  colony  in 
Palestine  to  be  known  as  "Nachlath 
Vienna." 


Monthly  Report  of  the  Jewish  Na- 
tional Fund  Bureau  for  America 


Dec  I,  1912-Jan.  I,  1913. 

The  following  monies  were  received  by 
the  office  of  the  Jewish  National  Fund 
Bureau  for  America,  165  East  Broadway,, 
during  the  period  of  December  I,  1912' 
January  i,  1913 : 

For  Yemenite  Houses,  $761.60;  for  Na- 
tional Fund  Boxes,  $418.06;  for  Olive  Trees, 
$325.43;  for  Golden  Book,  $278.84;  for 
National  Fund  Collections,  $193.86;  for 
Dunam  Land,  $127.45 ;  for  National  Fund 
Stamps,  $123.65;  for  Voluntary  Tax,  $59.00: 
for  National  Fund  Telegrams.  $60.  To- 
tal,  $2,288.49. 

The  three  cities  which  head  the  list  this 
month  are  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Pitts 
burgh. 

According  to  organizations,  the  amounts 
are  divided  as  follows:  Federation  of 
American  Zionists,  $898.48;  Jewish  Nation- 
al Fund  Bureau,  $685.29;  Order  Sons  of 
Zion,  $153.07;  Poale  Zion,  $63.39;  National 
Arbeiter  Verbund,  $34.88;  Independent 
Order  B'rith  Abraham,  $31.00;  Young  Ju- 
dea,  $25.00;  Independent  Order  B'rith  Sho- 
lom,  $14.75;  Progressive  Order  of  the  West, 
$5.00:  Order  B'rith  Abraham,  $1.55.  To 
tal.  $2,288.49. 

AGENTS     WANTED 

IN    EACH     CITY 

to  solicit  subscription.s  for  Thf.  Macca- 
BAKAx  Magazine.  We  want  one  conscien- 
tious Zionist  in  every  Jewish  community  to 
introduce  The  Maccahaean.  the  national 
Jewish  monthly,  and  spread  the  message  of 
Zionism.  The  Maccabaean  needs  no  in- 
troduction. Every  Jew  has  heard  of  The 
Maccabaean.  You  need  only  to  show  a 
copy  of  the  magazine,  explain  its  relation 
to  good  propaganda — and  get  the  subscrip- 
tion. Write  for  full  particulars  about  com- 
mi.ssions,  etc. 

Circulation  Department 

THE  MACCABAEAN  MAGAZINE 

230  GRAND  STREET 
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Philadelphia  Hezl   Club  Active 

The  Herzl  Club  was  shocked  to  learn  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  Lewis  W.  Steinbach,  who 
was  to  lecture  under  its  auspices  on  the 
23rd  of  February.  The  club  has  planted  a 
tree  in  memory  of  Dr.  Steinbach  in  the 
Herzl  Wald.  The  next  lecturer  will  be 
Rabbi  Max  D.  Klein,  of  Congregation 
Adath  Jeshurun.  On  Sunday  evening  the 
club  will  discuss  the  question  "Must  a 
Zionist  be  a  Religionist?"  Dr.  Julius  H. 
Greenstone  will  lead  the  discussion.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Central  Talmud 
Torah,  316  Catharine  street.  The  public  is 
invited. 

Flowers  of  Zion  Celebrate 


February  2,  at  8  P.  M.  sharp,  at  the  Young 
Women's    Hebrew    Association,    1578   Lex- 
ington avenue.     Prof.  Israel   Friedlaender, 
of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary,  spoke, 
on  '"The  Prophet  Isaiah." 


A  celebration  was  lately  held  at  the  Syn- 
agogue Agudath  B'nai  Jacob,  238  Wyona 
street,  to  commemorate  the  "Feast  of 
Trees."  It  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  "Flowers  of  Zion,"  an  organization 
of  the  3'oung  people  of  the  Sunday  school. 

An  elaborate  program  was  furnished  by 
the  members  of  the  club.  Rabbi  M.  A. 
Kaplan  and  Dr.  H.  Katz  addressed  the 
meeting,  and  prizes  were  awarded  to  Dan- 
iel Gutman  and  Miss  Sadie  Baxter  for  their 
excellent  work  for  the  Sunday  school  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

Jacob  Kesper  acted  as  chairman  for  the. 
evening.  The  officers  of  the  students'  or- 
ganization are :  I.  Ehrenpreis,  chairman ; 
S.  KHngel,  secretary ;  Aliss  C.  Stollmack, 
vice-president;  Dr.  H.  Katz,  treasurer,  and 
M'artine  Berlin,  editor. 


Order  Bnai  Zion  Lecture 

Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  Drachman  lectured 
Saturday,  February  15,  at  8  P.  M.,  on  "As- 
similation" at  the  auditorium  of  the  Mach- 
zikei  Talmud  Torah  of  Borough  Park,  43rd 
street,  near  13th  avenue.  The  lecture  was 
given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Kinereth 
Camp,  No.  59,  Order  B'nai  Zion,  and  the 
Machzikei  Talmud  Torah  of  Borough  Park. 
Mr.  Jacob  Massel  presided. 


Collegiate   Zionist   League   Meeting 

An  open  meeting  was  held  at  the  Colleg- 
iate   Zionist    League    on    Sunday    evening, 


ACTIVITIES    OF    YOUNG    JUDAEA. 
{Continued  from  page  55) 

celebrations  hitherto  undertaken  by  the 
organization  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 
local  councils,  who  have  taken  up  the  work 
with  energy  and  devotion.  A  number  of 
paid  entertainments  are  planned  by  Young 
Judea,  the  proceeds  to  go  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Young  Judac:::i. 

The  Young  Judacan  has  been  made  more 
popular  by  the  addition  of  new  features. 
The  circulation  has  increased  from-  1,500 
to  nearly  3,000.  The  price  has  been  reduced 
from  five  to  three  cents.  It  has  appeared 
regularly  and  its  high  literary  standard 
has  not  only  been  maintained  but  improved 
upon.  In  a  financial  way,  also,  the  jour- 
nal has  been  brought  nearer  to  a  paying 
basis. 

Data  was  collected  for  a  book  of  songs. 
Many  of  the  songs  are  being  harmonized. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  funds,  the  songs  will 
be  printed  serially  in  the   Young  Judaean. 

A  syllabus  of  club  work  in  two  classes 
was  prepared  and  distributed  free  to  all 
leaders. 

A  course  of  study  for  circles  of  Young 
Judea  is  now  in  course  of  preparation; 
upon  the  completion  of  this  course,  a  cer- 
tificate or  diploma  will  be  awarded. 

The  financial  end  of  the  organization  has- 
presented  the  most  difficulty.  Many  letters 
of  appeal  have  been  sent  out  to  old  sub- 
scribers with  only  a  few  returns.  It  was 
finally  decided  to  give  a  theatre  benefit. 
Gabel's  Comedy  Theatre  was  secured  for 
March  25,  and  the  play  "Kol  Shofa"  will 
be  presented.  It  is  hoped  that  all  friends 
of  the  organization  will  respond.  A  se- 
ries of  parents'  meetings  was  also  started 
in  an  effort  to  get  assistance  from  the  par- 
ents of  the  children.  This  is  being  follow- 
ed up  by  a  letter  in  Yiddish  and  English  and 
by  committees  who  will  visit  the  parents. 

The  workers  in  this  field  are  animated  by 
the  firm  belief  that  their  work  will  be  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  future  of  Zion- 
ism in  America,  and  therefore,  expect  the 
sympathy  and   support  of   Zionists. 
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Twelve  Years  Ago 

there  was  born  a  periodical,  full 
of  hope  in  the  realization  of  the 
Jewish     National    Movement. 

Twelve   years   ago 

THE  MACCABAEAN 

was  born.  Since  the  first  issue  it 
has  done  it's  share,  as  the  official 
voice  of  the  Zionist  movement  in 
America.  The  problems  of  Jewish 
national  life  were  portrayed,  the 
value  of  Zionism  was  shown.  THE 
MACCABAEAN  has  made  the 
Jews  of  this  country  think  of  the 
why  and  wherefore.  For  twelve 
years  it  has  struggled  to  be  an  in- 
structive, enlightening  and  educa- 
tional medium.  It  has  succeeded 
— somewhat. 

But  our  work  is  growing — we 
want  it  to  grow.  The  field  for  Zi- 
onist propaganda  is  large  and  it 
is  our  aim  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
the  life  of  THE  MACCABAEN  to 
keep  on  working. 

Congratulate  The  MACCA- 
BAEAN !  Wish  the  maga- 
zine success  by  boosting  its 
circulation.  Send  in  a  new 
subscriber  as  a  birthday 
gift  to 

The  Circulation  Department 

THE   MACCABAEAN  MAGAZINE 

230  GRAND  STREET 

NEW    YORK 


THE  MACCABAEAN    CATALOGUE 


The  Jews.  A  drama  of  Russian  Jew- 
ish   Life.     By    Eugene    Tchirikow..     .25 

Pinsker's  Auto  Emancipation.  Pa- 
per covers,  150.  In  quantities  of 
100     10.00 

Tl  e    Book    of    Pain-Struggle,    called    The 
Prophesy     of     the     FuHillment.       By 
Hyman  Segal 50 

"Mah  Yomru  Hagojim."  By  Dr. 
Harry   Friedenwald    03 

Zionism :  Why  and  Wherefore.  By 
J.  de   Haas,  per  copy 10 

The  Possibilities  of  Palestine.  By 
Col.  C.  R.  Conder,  per  copy 10 

A  Jezvish  State.     Cloth,  $1.00;   Paper    .50 

Lectures  on  Palestine 25 

Zionism.  By  Dr.  S.  Schechter.  Yid- 
dish, 3c ;   English,   loc 

"Vice-Versa."  A  Chanuka  Play  for 
Purim.     By   Louis    Lipsky    15 

The  Jezvish  Year,  edited  by  Committee 
on   Education  of  the  Federation 15 

Zionism  and  Jezvish  Ideals.  By  Israel 
Cohen 10 

ADDRESS  230  Grand  Street, 
New  York  City 


YOUNG    JUDAEA 

announces  the  publication  of  a  volume  of  Jew- 
ish poems  and  recitations  in  Euglish  entitled 
POEMS  FOR  YOUNG  JUDAEANS 
It  is  a  book  of  sixty-four  pages,  and 
contains  reading  matter  which  every 
Jew  should  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
young  people  of  his  family.  It  may  be 
used  by  reading  circles  and  literary  so- 
cieties, and  is  worth  having- 

Copes  of  the  book  may  be  had  of  the 
Young  Judaea.  253  K.  Houston  St., 
New  York,  or  the  Federation  office,  ajo 
Grand  Street.  New  York. 

Pric*    95    Cents 

Special  rates  to  Schools  and  So^' 
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PARADISE 

IMPORTED  FROM  PALESTINE 

IS  FINEST  FOR  THE  SICK  AND  CONVALESCENT 

Mild    and    Strengthening.      No     poisonous  fusel  oil.       No  ill  rfccts.     Agreei  with  tht 
most  delicate  stomach.     Perfect  in  bouquet. 

Catalogue  free  on  application 

CARMEL  WINE  CO.,  Sole  Agent 

Main  Office:     309-311  East  22nd  Street,  New  York. 

_         ,    e  (1369  5th  Ave,         xt       v     u      649  Broadway,  Brooklyn 

Branch  Stores:  {354  ^rand  Street    ^ew  York       ^^^y  g     j^^jj^j  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


AT  THE  ANNUAL  BUSINESS  SHOW,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
NOVEMBER,   II.  1912. 


The 

Underwood 

Typewriter 


Again  proved  conclusively  its  superior  qualities  as  to 

SPEED 

ACCURACY 

STABILITY 

in  the  International  Contests  by  winning: 

First  Nine  places  in  the  World's  Championship 

First  Four  places  in  the  World's  Amateur  Championship 

First  Two  places  in  the  World's  School  Championship 

BREAKING   ALL   FORMER  RECORDS 

Every  Record,  Every  Year,  in  every  Contest  is   held  by  the   Underwood 

"The  Machine  You  Will  Eventually  Buy" 

UNDERWOOD    TYPEWRITER  COMPANY,   INCORPORATED 
Underwood  Building  New  York 


THE    MACCAB^AN 


Chartered  by  Board  of  Regents      Approved  by  Department  of  Education 

.8'IO'l2'MWestl25i!!Sttl 

NEW    YORH 

Thorough  and  Systematic  preparation  for  Regents  and     College     En- 
trance Examinations.     Day  andEvening  Sessions. 

The  school  is  under  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  University  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Over  40  of  the  leading  American  Colleges,  medical  schools,  law  schools 
engineering  schools,  agricultural  schools,  etc.,  admit  students  of  the 
Rhodes  Preparatory  School  upon  certificate  and  without  any  examination. 

Winter  and  Spring  Term  commences  this  month. 
Fot  particulars  call  or  address 
DR.  WILLIAM  GEORGE  SIEGEL,  Secrttary 


MRS.  WINSLOW'S 
SOOTHING  SYRVP 


A  Word  to  Moihers 


WHILE  the  advertisements  of  Mrs. 
Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup  state 
precisely  what  the  experienced 
nurse  knew  the  syrup  had  done  and  would 
continue  to  do  for  infants,  there  is  as  much 
that  might  be  said  of  what  it  does  for 
mothers. 

In  aUaying  the  pain  of  infants  wh?ic 
teething,  it  insures  to  mothers  peaceful 
days  and  restful  nights. 

In  relieving  infants  of  wind  colic  it  re- 
lieves mothers  of  one  of  their  main  causes 
for  anxiety,  and  as  a  remedy  for  diarrhoea 
lit  would  seem  to  be  the  antidote  for  all 
imaternal  fears. 

Hence  mothers  can  enjoy  the  home  cir 
'cle  and  the  outside  world  as  well  while 
iheir  infants  thrive  through  the  medium 
di  Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Svrux>- 


DIXON'S 

GUIDE 

FOR  PENCIL  USERS 

FEW  people  need  to  know  ail  about  lead 
pencils,  but  everybody  ought  to  know 
omething  about  them. 

DIXON'S  PENCIL  GUIDE 

vill  tell  you  all  about  them,  and  will  tell  you 
n  a  most  interesting  and  entertaining  way. 
t  is  sent  free  of  charge. 

There  is  a  Dixon  Pencil  exactly  fitted  for 
ht  use  you  want  it,  and  the  Guide  will  tell 
fou  the  one. 

If  you  are  not  familiar  with  Dixon's  Pen- 
.tls,  mention  Maccabaan,  and  send  i6  ccato 
•r  sample  worth  double  the  money. 

Tosepii  Dixon  Crucible  C** 
roLWCt  cnrv.  n.  j- 
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